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Shiplake Newsletter - The Future

As information that would be in the newsletter will be on the new Shiplake Villages website
and we would also like to reduce some of the logistical difficulties in its distribution, we are

reviewing what would be the best way to produce the Shiplake Newsletter in the future.
Certainly, the newsletter is appreciated by many of the residents and whilst the number of
people using the internet is very high within the villages, we are conscious not everybody uses
it.  The intention is to continue producing a newsletter, perhaps in a changed format, available
via the website and the local shops, Sydney Harrison House and other suitable places.
We would like to say a big thank you to all those who have helped with the newsletter, by
making contributions, and especially to our hard-working distribution team.  Your efforts over the
last eight years have been very much appreciated.
The Parish Council

Shiplake Villages Plan

The report stage of the Shiplake Villages Plan (SVP) is now complete and should have been
received by every household in our villages. So far we have consulted with the residents,

analysed what they have told us and made recommendations as to how some of their aspira-
tions might be achieved. The next stage is to take the report and try fully to implement its
recommendations as summarised in the Action Plans.
Enormous thanks are due to all the volunteers who delivered and collected the surveys,
analysed the responses, developed the action plans, provided artwork or photographs and
produced the report.  It has been an activity that has encapsulated the views of, and is based
on the efforts of many across the whole community.
What comes next?  Already progress is being made on the initiatives outlined in the report, for
example, meaningful discussions with Network Rail are already taking place on the possibility
of a Shiplake to Henley cycle path and hopefully super-fast broadband will be on its way before
too long. You will be able to get updates on these and the other initiatives via the new Parish
web-site which has been developed reflecting your feedback.  All this indicates we can make
many of the changes we would like to see in the villages, whilst retaining those aspects we
value.
You will have an opportunity to hear more and ask questions about the Villages Plan at this
year’s Annual Parish Meeting on 1st May (date to be confirmed) at the Memorial Hall.  Our
thanks are due to everyone for continuing to be involved.
Dennis Oliver - Chairman of the SVP Steering Group
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Some Community Developments since Issue 1

Since publication of the first Newsletter in October 2006 it is interesting to reflect on just how
many improvements have been made to the villages and community facilities over the rela-

tively short life of the Newsletter.
In 2008, the walking bus was created from the Memorial Hall car
park to the primary school. Also that year the station flower beds
were adopted by the SVCC Gardens Club. With the agreement
and support of First Great Western and SODC, the appearance
of the station was transformed and has since been kept looking
really good by a team of volunteers led by Mary Batten.

In autumn 2009 work started on
replacing the old bells at
Shiplake Church with a
completely new ring of 8.
These were dedicated in
May 2010 and are now
rated as one of very the
best rings of bells of their
weight in the Oxford
Diocese.

Also in February 2010 new gates were installed at the lock
and we were able to see its bottom for the first time for
many years, (including its collection of mobile phones
dropped overboard !)  March 2010 saw the start of the
highly successful Shiplake Community Choir under the enthusiastic leadership of Louise
Rapple from Shiplake College.

Since autumn 2010 a lot of work has been done by a team of
volunteers to tidy up the Lashbrook pond, cut back foliage and
improve the whole area. The end result, coupled with the
rebuilding of the access bridge to Lashbrook Nursing Home, was
very pleasing. Unfortunately there has been a set back this winter
when, due to a misunderstanding, contractors working in the area
undid a lot of the good work as they were obtaining access.
In 2012 there was a public consultation on parking in Lower Ship-
lake because of the increasing problems caused by the commuter

parking, especially in Station Road. This led to the introduction of parking restrictions in various
roads which seems to have cured the worst of the problems, although fine tuning of the restric-
tions is still under consideration.
Early 2013 saw the start of the Memorial Hall Modernisa-
tion project, a massive £470,000 initiative designed to
bring the hall facilities into the 21st century whilst retaining
the charm of the main hall. Completion in October 2013
was marked by a successful open day.
After much discussion and publicity about extremely
dangerous incidents at the level crossing, 2013 also saw
the installation of half barriers. Sadly, instances have
already been seen of vehicles driving around the half-barriers and Network Rail are now
installing traffic violation cameras and signs warning that a fixed penalty will be issued for
crossing when the lights are flashing red.
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Shiplake Launches a new Website

Residents responding to the SVP surveys said they would like improved communications
about activities and events within the villages.  Additionally, the Parish Council wanted the

ability to respond more quickly and effectively to issues affecting the community.  In order to
meet these requirements, it became clear that a new website was needed together with a team
of volunteers to create and run the new site.  Since June 2013 the team has analysed the feed-
back from the SVP surveys, listened to residents and hopefully asked enough questions to
appreciate what kind of website you were looking for, and especially one that would answer the
question……what is happening in and around Shiplake and in the local community?
It will provide easy access to a very wide range of information including such things as:
the menu and special offers at the local restaurants, gardening tips for next month, the latest on
seasonal produce at the Butcher’s or the Corner shop, what is happening on the farm, at the
College, the school, the nursery, what is on in Henley, the calendar of events for local clubs, or
access to planning applications.

We knew we could not do everything
immediately but we hope the new
website, launching on 14th February,
will start to give you what you want, a
web destination that is worth visiting
regularly and enabling you to find out
more about  what is happening in Ship-
lake, whether it is via the new forum,
facebook, on a pc, laptop, tablet or
phone.  How good will it be?  In many
ways that will depend on how much you
use it and what you contribute to it.

Is there anything really different?  We hope so, approaches such as the innovative Kids Corner
will be terrific for the younger ones with parents perhaps being able to appreciate better what
goes on at the nursery and school. There will be something for all ages.
Have we got everything right?  Probably not, but we hope we have done enough to get you
started and involved with the site and, most importantly, with all the things that are happening in
the villages.  Have we got anything wrong?  Possibly we may have a few glitches, so please
bear with us, let us know and we will work to put it right/make it better.
Do you need more encouragement? Well, The Baskerville and The Plowden Arms have each
very kindly donated prizes of a meal for two for:
1  Best Forum Entry          2 Photo of the month
And for the children ….a special prize for the best submission to Kids Corner!

Log on at www.shiplakevillages.com as soon as possible from Valentine’s Day 14th February
to ensure you get the chance to benefit from the excellent food and good services of the local
hostelries.  We cannot promise romance on this important day but you will get to know your
fellow residents and the villages better.
On behalf of the Parish Council, my thanks to the website team for all their enormous efforts
over the past 6+ months and for what they will be doing in the future.  Any queries and any
ideas to make the site even better, please let us know, email feedback@shiplakevillages.com,
or speak to Peter Boros, Gareth Jones, Robert Pehrson, David Pheasant, Helen Robinson, Eliz-
abeth Tyler, Hugh Steele, Tim Streather, or John Wheeler.
David Pheasant - SVP Steering Group
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We shall not celebrate until we see BT ‘Openreach’ vans laying cables in Mill Road and
near the corner shop, but we have had very good news on the subject of Superfast

broadband.  As part of the OxOnline initiative it is planned to begin installing high speed fibre
cables in Shiplake in 2014.  The work is to take place in two stages, with phase 1 scheduled to
start in April and be completed by October 2014 and phase 2 starting in July, with completion
by December 2014.  It has to be stressed that these are ‘planned dates’ and are not committed
delivery schedules.  Nevertheless this is a major step forward, which should have very positive
benefits for almost everybody in the villages.
So, how much better/faster will your broadband be?  A key factor will be how close you live to
one of the two BT cabinets in Mill Road and the corner of Northfield Avenue. I am told speeds
possibly up to 80Mbps near the cabinets, reducing the further away you are.  As 10Mbps was
the minimum objective of the SVP for broadband in the villages, we would consider faster
speeds than this a real bonus.  Assuming everything goes to plan, we will have achieved our
objectives with faster speeds and completion within a year rather than two years.  I should like
thank the volunteer team for making sure Shiplake is not a digital ‘backwater’.  Thanks also to
David Bartholomew (OCC) for helping in the team’s relentless pursuit of answers and commit-
ments, from OCC’s OxOnline management project team.
All of that said, no celebrations until we see the vans!  There are still questions to answer, not
least how individual postcodes are affected by the fibre installations.  We have some initial
early information on this, which we will be clarifying with the OxOnline team and providing
updates on progress via our new web-site.  You can also check on progress via OxOnline’s
web-site: click on http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk but we cannot vouch for how
up to date the information is.
As to the question of how BT will get the cable across the river from Wargrave?  No answers to
this other than that OxOnline and Berkshire Superfast apparently have it all in hand.
David Pheasant  - SVP Steering Group
Note: This news is an update to the information provided in the Shiplake Villages Plan Report
recently circulated.
Joint Henley & Harpsden Neighbourhood Plan (JHHNP)

Given the inclusion of three proposed development sites immediately on our Parish bounda-
ries within the current JHHNP consultation process, namely Thames Farm, Mount Ida and

the Wyevale Garden Centre, the Parish Council has made clear to the JHHNP project team and
their consultants, Nexus, the unsuitability of these sites for development.  Development of these
sites would be contrary to SODC’s recently adopted Core Strategy, as highlighted by the unani-
mous rejection by the SODC Planning Committee, of the planning application for more than 100
houses at Thames Farm on 30th of October 2013.  As clearly shown in the recent SVP survey
and report, the impact of such housing developments on our boundaries would be untenable
and against the significant majority of Shiplake residents’ wishes.  We are currently awaiting the
JHHNP response.
Geoff Thomas – Shiplake Planning Working Group

Another popular proposal arising from the Shiplake Villages Plan was an annual village
party/festival.  Helen Robinson, of the SVP Steering Group has initiated plans to hold an

event on Spring Bank Holiday Monday, 26th May 2014 at the Memorial Hall on the playing field.
It is envisaged as ‘a street party for the whole village’ with a local theme.  More details will be
provided as ideas and plans develop. You can find out more by sending an email to:
svpvolunteer@shiplakevillages.com

A Parish Party

Superfast Broadband coming to Shiplake

4



  Issue 23                                                                                  February 2014

 Published by Shiplake Parish Council : www.shiplakevillages.com                           Page

  Issue 23                                                                                 February 2014

5

SODC conducts a periodic review of parish boundaries as part of a Community Governance
Review and asked Shiplake Parish Council for our views.  The main purpose of the process

is to align parish boundaries and housing in the most meaningful manner.
There are a number of houses on the edge of the villages for example in Bolney Road and
Northfield Avenue that are very much part of Shiplake in terms of access and facilities, but are
in Harpsden Parish.  These residents were included and accounted for in the Shiplake Villages
Plan surveys and subsequent recent report.  Similarly, there are also a significant number of
houses in Woodlands Road, which are currently in the Parish of Shiplake, whilst others are
within Harpsden Parish.
Shiplake Parish Council responded to SODC, submitting what it believes to be a considered
and logical request for changes in the parish boundaries to take account of these anomalies.
Specifically they have requested that Shiplake Parish be extended to include the whole of
Bolney Road and Northfield Avenue, with Bolney Lane as the new boundary running up to the
junction with the A4155 and continuing towards Woodlands Road.  Harpsden Parish Council
appear sympathetic to some of our requests, but not all, and the Parish Council has responded
to SODC taking account of their viewpoint.
In order that we have some indication of the level of support for our proposals, we have
conducted a simple, hand delivered survey to gather the views of affected householders.
Twenty four out of 32 households responding to the survey (over 60 delivered) were in favour
of the requested boundary changes.  The majority of those in favour are residents of Bolney
Road and Northfield Avenue.
In the survey we emphasised that a process of formal consultation would be undertaken by
SODC, with all interested parties able to express their views openly and fully before any final
decisions are reached.  This assumes, of course, that SODC agree in whole or in part with our
proposals.  SODC’s recommendations and any subsequent consultations should be made and
occur in the Spring of this year.
Geoff Thomas – Shiplake Planning Working Group

Shiplake Primary School highly Rated

Shiplake Primary School appears in The Times list of the top 1500 Primary Schools
published in December and is ranked 10th in Oxfordshire, the only South Oxfordshire

primary school to achieve such a high ranking. Our congratulations are due to all the staff,
governors, parents and pupils for this wonderful achievement, truly a school of which the
community can be very proud.
Oxfordshire High Sheriff's Award

New Parish Boundaries

It is with great pleasure we are able to announce one of the prestigious Oxfordshire High
Sheriff’s Awards to Bob Partridge, in recognition of his enormous contributions of significant

benefit to the community of Shiplake.  Bob has been very active in a number of areas: as a
trustee of the Memorial Hall, raising funds and project managing the recent major renovations,
as well as planning the next phases; raising funds and managing the project to replace the
bells of Shiplake Church; designing, creating and maintaining the Parish Council web-site that
has served us so well for the past 10 years; creating, editing and distributing the Parish News-
letter over a similar period.
Oxford’s High Sheriff’s Awards are for exceptional contributions to public life and in Bob’s case
have been done in a low key, unassuming manner. Typically, Bob may wish to eschew the
limelight in accepting this award.  Whichever way Bob chooses to celebrate this achievement,
he can do so knowing how much we have appreciated his efforts over the years….many
thanks!                                                                      Tudor Taylor – Chairman, Parish Council
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Parish Clerk Mr R Hudson 07809 829628
Shiplake Village
Community Club

Mr J Jenkins 940 2041

Rosemary Club Mrs J Bryant 940 3936

Mrs T Drew 940 2823
Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts

Debs Boughey  0788 4266465
Sarah Doyle   07767 250192

SHADDO (Amateur
Dramatics)

Ms H Tucker 940 2067
www.shaddo.org.uk

Tennis Club Mrs A Andrews 01491
577003

Bowls Club Mrs V Beaumont  947 0535
Football Club C Wagner 07799 773296
Shiplake WI Mrs P Hudgell 940 2105

Useful Contacts
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Rector:
Rev Paul Bradish.

Please contact the
Parish Office on
940 6098

Primary School 940 2024

Memorial Hall Bookings 940 3303
www.shiplakehall.com

Church Room Bookings  R Appleby 940 3837

Corner Shop &
Post Office

940 2932

Butcher 940 2728

Shiplake Motors 940 3125

Baskerville Arms 940 3332
Plowden Arms 940 2794

Dates for your Diary

Another SHADDO Success

Our local amateur dramatic organisation SHADDO has staged another wonderful panto-
mime at Shiplake Memorial Hall.  “Beauty and the Beast” was their twelfth winter produc-

tion and some say it was the best yet!  The enthusiastic cast were keen to show the range of
their talents – the singing was exceptional and the French accents were ‘interesting’! Those
who think that the dance spot is one of the highlights of each SHADDO pantomime were not
disappointed. The ‘Fab Four’ of Hilary Tucker, Angela Jones, Nick Brown and Nigel Piercey

once again showed off their superb dancing
skills to a well known rock and roll number.
The four performances of the pantomime were
the culmination of a huge group effort, with cast
and crew helped along by scenery painters,
costume designers, make-up and musical
experts plus a lot of other friends and
supporters.

Members of SHADDO enjoy putting on the panto
each year and it is worth all the effort when they
see and hear such enthusiastic audience participa-
tion. If you are interested in joining them for next
year’s production please contact Pip Collings at
secretary@SHADDO.org.uk She would love to hear
from anyone, any age, with any talents or just
because you would like to support a local group.

Monday 17th March at 7.30pm :  Memorial Hall AGM at the hall - come and have your say
Monday 26th May: Village Party at the Memorial Hall Playing Fields


