
  

What to Expect from Shiplake News 
Welcome to Shiplake News, which we hope you find includes the best of the Shiplake 

Newsletter, whilst adding more in the way of topicality and importantly responding to 
the desire for better communications within the villages. Whilst reflecting on the 
features we have incorporated in the new parish website, we have also focused more on 
the social aspects of the community. We have ensured that the bigger picture and most 
immediate issues affecting all of us are communicated to everyone as quickly and 
succinctly as possible. 

The contents column you see on the front page will give you a quick guide to all these 
things. Remember also that much of this information is available online by going to the 
website. You will be able to view and download Shiplake News immediately it is 
published at: www.shiplakevillages.com Printed copies will be available at the Corner 
Shop, the Butchers (Keith’s), The Baskerville, The Plowden Arms and batches delivered to 
residents of Sydney Harrison House and Lashbrook House. 

We would like to create a ‘local business directory’ referencing those local services/
suppliers you use, rate highly and that we should all know about, be it gardeners, 
hairdressers, fencing companies, domestic appliance repairs etc. Suggestions please.   

Let us know your views on the newsletter at: newsletter@shiplakevillages.com and for 

those of you who want to exercise their journalistic skills, we should be delighted to hear 

from you at the same address.  

Shiplake Villages Plan Sets the Agenda 
At the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) on Thursday 1st 
May it was clear from the Parish  Council Chairman’s 
report that the views of our community, expressed 
through the Shiplake Villages Plan (SVP), are setting the 
agenda for many of the council’s activities in the near 
future. 
Members of the Steering Group gave the audience an 
update on the progress of the recommendations 
included in the SVP Report; a full copy of the 
presentation can be found on the villages’ website. A 
summary of what was said is provided below. 
Road maintenance: the number one priority and 
probably the most intractable issue as communities 
across the county fight for a share of a totally 
inadequate budget. We will be using the website to 
gather data and direct our requirements to OCC. Please 
register your concerns about road conditions via the 
village website link to www.fixmystreet.com 

Improved broadband: an objective of achieving 10Mbps is on track. OxOnline’s 
schedule provides superfast fibre into our villages by April 2015. 
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 Parking: the existing arrangements in and around 
Station Road have been made permanent and consultation 
regarding minor amendments should commence soon. 
Parking at the corner shop and at the junction of Memorial 
Ave. and Plough Lane are under consideration by the 
Parish Council. 

Paths and cycle ways: focus  on a safe route to Henley 
with the railway line as the preferred route. We are in 
discussions with Network Rail and other interested parties 
to promote the scheme. 

Traffic calming: the principal objective is a general limit 
of 20mph in Lower Shiplake and a relocation of the speed 
camera on the A4155 to a position outside the entrance to 
Shiplake College, capturing traffic in both directions. 

Improved rail services: efforts continue to get a ticket 
machine at our station and the provision of a later 
connecting train from Paddington in the evening. 

Housing and development: the immediate issue is the 
planning appeal regarding Thames Farm. The council is 
aware of your views and consideration is being given as to 
how individual residents might engage in the process. 

The programmes associated with dog fouling are 
complete and the replacement of street lights to an agreed 
standard is underway. 

Community facilities and activities: addressed through 
an upgrading of the Badger’s Walk playground facilities and 
the staging of a Shiplake Picnic and Party in September 
2014. Improved communication within the community is 
increasingly being addressed by the new village website. 

If you would like any further information about these or 
any other projects please go the village website or write to 
me Dennis Oliver at: svp@shiplakevillages.com 

 

Village Tasting Event 
As is clear from the photograph, this Saturday morning 

event on 17th May was extremely well attended. The 
weather was perfect as was the food and drink available: 
Keith’s barbecue with a variety of venison, black 
pudding, beef, pork and stilton sausages plus his always 
excellent burgers and spicy marinated steaks, were 
consumed by all. All this complemented well The 
Baskerville’s new house wines. They also demonstrated 
their new ‘sous-vide process’ equipment, which ensures 

the flavours of the food are at their best. …it works! 
Carol and Mark’s locally sourced seasonal vegetables 
speak for themselves (metaphorically) and it was good 
to try the local Harpsden and Shiplake honeys. If you 
haven’t then you should, particularly with the Lawlor’s 
bread. Loddon Breweries brought along a good selection 
of their brews  and The Plowden Arms promoted their 
Empire Day event. 

If you missed out on the day you don’t need to miss 

out on the food, drink and hospitality ….it’s available at 

the Corner Shop, the Butchers, The Plowden and The 

Baskerville. Our thanks to them and their local suppliers 

for the event and making sure we continue to have such 

great places to go to in the villages. 

Pop-up’ Cafes and ‘Get-togethers’  
The periodic ‘Pop-up’ cafes in the village have proved 

popular, well supported and raise funds for charities at the 

same time; keep an eye on the website for details of when 

the next one is arranged. The recently conceived friendly 

‘Get-togethers’ at the Baskerville for coffee, one morning 

a month, are great fun; the idea being to have a ‘friendly 

chat with people you’ve  only ever passed  in the street’. 

Kevin provides excellent ‘freshly baked’ biscuits! The next 

one is scheduled for Tuesday July 8th from 10:30am. 

Details also provided on the web and via the Forum. 

Shiplake Party and Picnic 

Sunday September 14th 

Noon to 4pm 

Memorial Hall playing Fields 

Free entry 

Bring a Picnic       Entertainment 

Children’s Games 

Fun Run for Parents and Kids 

Inter-Pub Tug of War WORLD WAR ONE COMMEMORATION 
LUNCH 

Saturday 16 August 2014 – 12.30 p.m. 
SHIPLAKE MEMORIAL HALL 

Entertainment, Speaker & Exhibition 
Licensed Bar 

Tickets £10 (children under 12 - £5) 
Contact Rosemary Jones – 0118 9481517 

or rsjones1@virginmedia.com  
Organised by the Royal British Legion 

Shiplake & Dunsden Branch 
in aid of the Poppy Appeal 
(Period costume optional) 

mailto:rsjones1@virginmedia.com
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 Council Matters 
Successes and Challenges 

It’s been a very busy year in the parish so I thought I 
would take this opportunity of looking forward to see what 
the key challenges and opportunities for us all will be. 

Perhaps the biggest issue for us comes in the form of 
residential property development, which challenges the 
very notion of logical planning and local decision making.  
The Thames Farm application to build 110 houses is a good 
example of this, which is going to the Government 
Inspector for appeal despite being a greenfield site 
unnecessary for local housing needs. We will fight this 
appeal vigorously by engaging professional support; it is 
very sad, however, that we have to use village funds that 
could be used for other projects. 

Chelford House on Reading Road after several mature trees felled to 
facilitate new build and entrance 

 

We are also keeping a very close eye on the development 
of gravel workings at Sonning Eye and the discussions 
around the third bridge for Reading. 

On a positive note we now have one of the best parish 
websites in the county, which will enable us to respond to 
and get news and views out to the community instantly.  
As no doubt mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, it is 
really important to register on the site to find out what’s 
going on. Importantly, working with the SVP Steering 
Group we have also lobbied hard to get confirmation that 
high-speed broad-band is scheduled to be in the villages by 
April 2015. This will add to the benefits of the website and 
we know should make a big difference to all those who 
increasingly rely on their home in part or wholly as an 
office base. 

Again, working with the SVP Steering Group, we are 
pushing hard for a safe cycle path along the railway line to 
Henley and we are hoping to upgrade the play-ground in 
Badgers walk. We are exploring ways of providing a safe 
crossing across the A4155 and we are leading a group of 
neighbouring parishes to lobby for an extension of the 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  

We are also hopeful that the speed camera on the A4155 

will be relocated and turned around. We are trying to 

pursue an extension of tree preservation orders for all 

Shiplake’s avenues of trees. We should also have a  

Shiplake Flood Plan in place before the next winter season 

supported by updates via the website. 

The yellow lines and signs in the Station Road area are 

here to stay as the Experimental Traffic Order (ETO) has 

been confirmed and we have asked for a further ETO for 

some minor extensions based on your feed-back. 

The Community Plan has been great in providing a focus 
for the Parish Council on the key priorities for residents 
and we remain committed to doing everything we can to 
support you. 

Finally, don’t forget to put the date of the 14th 
September in your diary for the Shiplake Villages Party 
and Picnic.  

Have a great summer! 
Tudor Taylor—Chairman, Shiplake Parish Council 

Shiplake/Harpsden Parish Boundaries 
Review 

As previously reported in the newsletter and on the 
website, a community governance review is taking place to 
consider changes to the parish boundaries between 
Shiplake and Harpsden. The consultation with affected 
residents was completed on 31st May and we await the 
outcome of SODC’s determinations, based on 
consideration of the responses and other criteria for the 
proposed changes. The outcome is expected in September 

The recommended changes were: 
To move all land bounded by the A4155, Bolney Lane and 

Bolney Road currently lying in Harpsden parish, together 
with a small area of land north of Bolney Lane, into 
Shiplake Parish.  

To move all land bounded by A4155, Woodlands Road 
and Harpsden currently lying in Shiplake Parish into 
Harpsden Parish. 

The criteria and maps showing the proposed changes can 

be found on the website. 

 

 
 

Thames Farm Launches Appeal 
Thames Farm has launched an appeal against the 

rejected planning application for 110 houses, which was 
turned down by a unanimous vote of the SODC Planning 
Committee last October. Shiplake Parish Council is now in 
discussion with SODC about mounting a robust rebuttal of 
this appeal and has retained the services of a leading 
planning consultant for this purpose. It is expected that the 
appeal will be heard in an inquiry held by a Planning 
Inspector in December. More details will follow, 
particularly on how you can play your part in supporting 
the Parish Council and ensuring the rejection of this 
appeal. 
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 JHHNP: Draft Consultation….Your Views 
Matter  

 As reported in the Henley Standard, the draft Joint 
Henley & Harpsden Neighbourhood Plan has been released 
and there will be a 6 week period of consultation from 
Friday 16 May to Friday 27 June during which people can 
make comments and suggestions. This can be done using 
an online survey which can be found at:  

www.surveymonkey.com/s/jhhnp 
 Both the draft plan and questionnaire can be 

downloaded from the neighbourhood plan website at 
www.jhhnp.co.uk. 

 In addition we understand that there will be:  
 a fixed display in the Henley Town Hall foyer during the 

consultation period   
 a drop-in exhibition in the council chamber at the Town 

Hall on: 
Wednesday 25 June (5pm-9pm) 
Thursday 26 June (5pm-9pm) 

As previously reported, the local Thames Farm, Mount 
Ida and former Wyevale sites have been rejected as 
unsuitable for residential development in the draft plan, 
although the former Wyevale site remains a commercial 
site. 

The rejection of theses sites is consistent with SODC’s 
Core Strategy for development in the district and views 
expressed by the Parish  

Flooding Update 
Shiplake Parish Council are currently in somewhat 

protracted communication with Thames Water(TW) and 
OCC to delineate responsibility for the key problems 
experienced during the recent flooding and subsequent 
heavy rainfall episodes, namely the issue of sewage 
effluent  and the drainage flooding of  Station Road on 
the level crossing approach section. 

It will interest residents so affected to learn that TW 
claims that previous to this year there was little history 
of sewer flooding in the area. We are in the process of 
correcting this misapprehension but it would be helpful 
to our cause if everyone remembers to REPORT ANY 
FUTURE INCIDENTS TO THE TW CUSTOMER CONTACT 
CENTRE on 0845 9200 800. TW have undertaken to 
investigate each logged problem and build a history to 
justify future investment...and, yes, we are encouraging 
them to offer an 0800 contact number! 

We aim to secure resolution on these immediate issues 
as soon as possible and will then turn to the 
development of a Flood Emergency Action Plan, once 
OCC, as the Lead Flood Authority, has issued guidelines 
for communities county-wide. You can follow progress 
on this issue via the villages’ website. 

A Bridge Too Far? 
A bridge at Playhatch/Caversham could have significant 

implications for Shiplake. David Bartholomew, OCC 

Councillor, is representing local interests in this matter 
and has provided a summary of the current situation on 
the website’s Council section. Very briefly, the latest 
update following a meeting, including MP’s Theresa May 
(Maidenhead), John Howell (Henley) and Rob Wilson 
(Reading East) is that a modelling of projected traffic 
impacts on the local infrastructure is being undertaken 
using Wokingham’s IT capabilities. 

Connecting Oxfordshire Roadshow 
It sometimes said, it seems as if South Oxfordshire is seen 

as another country by an Oxford-centric administration, 
particularly in terms of transport/roads/business. Coming 
up is an opportunity to find out more about County policy 
and put your opinions forward. 

On Wednesday 16th July at 7.00pm the 'Connecting 
Oxfordshire' Roadshow will be at Henley Town Hall. This 
will give the residents of Henley and surrounding areas an 
opportunity to see the presentation and quiz the County 
Council on the high level strategy of keeping Oxfordshire 
open for business, whilst encouraging  significant economic 
growth in the centre of the county.  

The presentation will set out the vision tailored to each 
locality in the County and allow people to contribute to 
the next local transport plan (LTP4), which is currently 
being written. 

To confirm your attendance, please 
email ConnectingOxfordshire@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 
A Boat on the Platform! 

Thanks to the significant efforts of Mary and Chris 
Batten, working with Mike Spooner (Assistant  Lock 
Keeper), a traditional wooden single skiff has arrived on 
the platform complete with flowers ready for the 
summer. It is believed the skiff is approximately 100 
years old, perhaps Edwardian, and is suspected to have 
once been a hire boat in the area. For many years it has 
been used by Mr Pooley, who is a long term member of 
the fraternity at Shiplake Lock Camping Island. 
Unfortunately, it reached the end of its working life last 
year. Chris and Mike felt it would look great on the 
station platform (after many hours of renovation) and 
with its name ‘Shiplake’ in place and the plants in bloom 
it will be a perfect addition to our station. 

The work done by the station garden volunteers is always 

appreciated. (Supported by First Great Western) 

mailto:ConnectingOxfordshire@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
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 Learning is Fun 

Shiplake Nursery 
This term, Shiplake Village 

Nursery is enjoying the 
benefits of Laura Bennett’s* 
incredible sponsored sky 
dive, raising £935 to 
purchase toys and 
equipment, particularly 
beneficial to children with 
special needs. Alongside our 
fantastic selection of new outdoor toys, all the children 
love the opportunities for imaginative and educational 
play, especially in our sensory garden.   Our children 
continue to grow in confidence, enjoying ‘Letter of the 
Week,’ where they bring in specific objects and share their 
stories with the class. They are also enjoying our theme for 
the term - ‘Journeys’ - exploring travel and destinations all 
over the world. 

Somewhat emotionally, we prepare for this year’s 
leavers’ ceremony, where the majority of our older 
children move on to Shiplake Primary School in September. 
Our regular Wednesday morning visits, however, make this 
transition a pleasantly smooth one.  And with an Ofsted 
assessment in the near future, we feel confident Shiplake 
Village Nursery is optimising opportunities to learn, whilst 
providing a caring and homely environment. We add to 
that healthy eating and special experiences, such as the 
forthcoming visit from Basil’s Farm. 
*Laura Bennett is a Shiplake Nursery mum who did the sky 

dive to raise funds for children with special needs. 

 Eugenie Streather and Jessica Turner 

Shiplake Primary School - Latest News  
Throughout the year, Shiplake CE Primary School has 

been a hive of activity with children working hard, learning 
lots and having fun along the way. Each class has focused 
on their learning, friendships and sports especially. School 
trips have been an integral part of the learning journey, 
including a Year 6 residential trip to Bude, a Year 4 
residential trip to Wantage, class trips to Windsor Castle, 
the River and Rowing Museum and field trips in the local 
area. Such experiences help learning come alive and 
moreover, provide lasting memories for the children. 

Our final term has started with a flourish of activity 
embracing learning first aid skills, 2 teams attending sports 
tournaments and a whole school ‘inter-house’ rounders 
tournament! We have lots to look forward to: working with 
Gillotts Secondary school as the Year 6 class spend 3 days 
there to prepare them for their next exciting stage of their 
school career; we have our Summer Fayre with Shiplake 
Nursery on 21st June; Sports Day which is held annually at 
Shiplake College and is such a wonderful family time when 
our whole school community enjoy time together. Our year 
culminates on the 18th July with a service at St Peter and St 

Pauls Church, Shiplake where we can celebrate and give 
thanks for the academic year we have had and all the 
individual achievements that have been made by everyone 
at our school.  

Katherine Page, Headteacher, Shiplake CE School  

Shiplake College                        
Pupils at Shiplake College are rapidly approaching the 

climax of the 2013-14 academic year, with exam season in 
full swing. There are high hopes for strong academic 
results, but the long-awaited pleasant weather is also 
permitting enjoyable downtime away from revision. There 
are plenty of cricket and tennis fixtures to look forward to, 
while earlier in the year, Shiplake teams performed 
admirably in football, netball and rugby, often causing 
upsets against much larger schools. 

 Last term ended on a real high with a fantastic Spring 
Concert organised by the Music department. The 
Headmaster described it as ‘the concert he had been 
waiting 10 years for’, as the audience were thrilled by 
Shiplake’s diverse range of musical talents. Drama pupils 
have also enjoyed notable success following exceptional 
examination pieces at GCSE and A Level. In August, the 
College’s own ‘Scruffy Penguin’ theatre company will be 
performing at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

College Cricket 

With so much going on at the College inside and outside 
the classroom... and even abroad with recent academic 
trips to Europe and a sports tour to Antigua, the 
Headmaster Mr Gregg Davies has kindly agreed to share 
monthly diary updates on the Shiplake Villages website 
(www.shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=228). This 
covers a whole host of interesting activities and events 
which Shiplake girls and boys get up to at College and in 
the local community. 

Ross McSweeney 
 

 
 
 

http://www.shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=228


6 

How to get the most from the 
Website 

The new website has been well received with over 400 
residents now registered on the site and is increasingly 
becoming the focal point for communication within the 
villages. This is a key element of the Shiplake Villages Plan, 
the future developments of which will be reported on the 
website on a quarterly basis. The immediate availability of 
Shiplake News on the website will also be a positive move. 
Many thanks are due to all the contributors who are 
essential to the website’s success and for the positive 
feedback from residents, which gives us a better 
appreciation of how we might improve it further. 

We think it can be even better in ensuring you get 
notifications of events of interest to you and we would like 
to enhance the forum in a number of ways. Interaction 
with other popular websites we think would also be 
beneficial…..but let us know what you think.…contact us 
via feedback@shiplakevillages.com 

In the meantime if you have not used the website a great 
deal then we suggest you explore the site by doing the 
following and, again, giving us feedback is appreciated. 

simple browsing , finding out how much is there 
sharing views and information through the forum 
commenting and contributing , using ‘Contact Us’ 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

The Website Team 

Website Winners 
Three prizes were on offer when the website was 

launched in February.  Angela Jones won a meal and drinks 
for two at the Baskerville for her entry for Photo of the 
Month and Ernie Povey won a meal and drinks for two at 
the Plowden Arms for his forum entry. Rosie Curtis won 
£60 for submitting the best Kids Corner item, which she 
has donated to Shiplake Nursery.  

Thanks to the Baskerville, The Plowden Arms and the 
Parish Council for kindly donating the prizes. The photos 
show the prizes being presented.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosie Curtis with PC Chairman Tudor Taylor 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Angela Jones at the Baskerville 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ernie and Jean Povey at the Plowden Arms 

 

 

 

Scouts and Cubs 
1st Shiplake’s Scout troop, formed in 1912, is one of the 

oldest in the country and is split into three well supported 
groups – Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. Unfortunately, the 
careers of the current Scout and Cub leaders mean they 
have other commitments, and can no longer help as they 
are moving or working away. So, we have a great bunch of 
children but a shortage of leaders to help develop 
their  lives and interests…..the question is can you give 
some of your time and help?  The activities are fun and 
certainly do not involve shooting with live ‘ammo’ as in 
1914! We know everyone is busy but can you spare a few 
hours a week/a month, help children reach their potential 
and organise and work as team to make their activities fun 
and educational? 

Helpers are needed otherwise the troop may well have to 
close after over 100 years. There must be residents who 
can pass on their wisdom, knowledge and enthusiasm to 
help the younger ones in our community, equipping them 
for and to enjoy the challenges ahead, who in turn give 
something back to the community. 

Need more information…want to help? Please get in 
touch with us at: enquires@shiplakescouts.org.uk or find 
us on http://shiplakevillages.com or call Angela Jones on: 
07759839953 

mailto:xxxx@shiplakevillages.com
mailto:enquires@shiplakescouts.org.uk
http://shiplakevillages.com
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Reflection from the Rectory 
I received a letter recently from a lady in Thatcham who 
was clearing her late mother’s house and happened 
upon a pamphlet about Shiplake Church dating from 
about 1870.  Rather than discard it, she kindly took the 
time and trouble to send it on to me so that we might 
have it and it form part of our records. I was delighted. 
The pamphlet is a remarkable record both for its 
detailed content but also for the inclusion of a picture of 
the church taken in about 1865-1870. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In some ways it’s hardly recognizable – the ivy 
engulfing the Tower, the diminutive cedar tree, the 
building in what is now Shiplake College grounds. Things 
that are very different to today but also some things 
remaining the same. I was struck with a sense of 
continuity and change held in perfect tension.  

I spoke recently in Shiplake Church about whilst we call 
ourselves human beings, we might be more accurate if 
we were to use the phrase, human becomings.  Our lives 
are never constant – the journey of life is perhaps best 
characterized as us travelling on a moving train – things 
look still and stable, but all things are moving and 
changing at the same time.  For some people this is 
disconcerting; for others it’s something to be embraced.  
For all of us, it’s inevitable. 

I think that’s the story also of the church at Shiplake. 
Certainly, we have a rich and great heritage – a story to tell 
as we seek to serve the local community at various key 
points in life, bearing faithful witness to the work of Jesus 
Christ. But also, the church is moving on and whilst we 
honour and treasure our history, it is encouraging to see 
many new families embrace our more contemporary 
worship style and approach on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
the month, something that many of you experience at our 
Christmas Morning and Easter Day services. 

Perhaps in closing then, another picture* from Shiplake 
Church – one from the immediate present which seeks to 
illustrate my point. We recently received a gift of a new 
Altar frontal in memory of a young, man who tragically 
died in 2011.  The frontal was designed and commissioned 

by his family in his memory and is a gift that we have been 

delighted to receive.  The colours, images and style are 
contemporary – they express something new, a way 
ahead, change and perhaps even, becoming. 

I do hope that the clergy team and myself can help and 
support you in your own journey of becoming – and to 
discover how the truth of the Gospel and the work of 
Jesus Christ helps us live with the questions we cannot 
easily find answers to. 
Revd Paul Bradish, Rector 
*The article and second picture can be viewed on the 
village website. 

Farm and Garden 
Shiplake Farm Bulletin – Spring 2014   

After one of the wettest winters for a generation we must 
have had as good a spring as a farmer could wish for. 

Three months of suffocating floods combined with the 
thick layer of silt that was left behind killed almost half of 
our grassland.  Although things have dried out now and we 
have enough grazing for our cattle in the short term, we 
will have very little silage to feed them with this winter.  
Instead we will either need to buy in feed or cut wheat 
crops which we would otherwise have sold.  Either way, it 
will be a costly exercise but at least we have not suffered 
as badly as some farmers on the Somerset Levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Class of Shiplake Farm 2014 

 
Fortunately most of the farm is on free draining land 

above the river which has meant the crops have been able 
to romp away after the mild winter, unaffected by the 
flooding.  The conditions in early April were perfect for 
sowing our morphine poppies.  The dry weather allowed us 
to create a fine seedbed for the tiny seed and the rain 
shortly afterwards has meant we now have some of the 
best crops we have seen for years.  Look out for the violet 
flowers in June! 

We have also been flat out making sure we apply 
fertiliser at the right timings and protecting against 
disease.  The crops are at least ten days earlier than usual 
with the oilseed rape having already finished flowering and 
the ears of wheat rapidly emerging.  Things look fairly 
promising for harvest but all we can do now is keep our 
fingers crossed that we do not to get a drought in June. 
Stephen Doble 
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Parish Clerk                                       Mr R Hudson  07809 829628 
                                                       Email:shiplakepc@hotmail.com 

Shiplake Village          
Community Club 

Rosemary Club                                            Mrs J Bryant 940 3936 
                                                                        Mrs T Drew   9402823 

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts                 Debs Boughey 07884 266465      

SHADDO (Amateur                             Pip Collings  07799 646675 
Dramatics)                                                       www.shaddo.org.uk 

Tennis Club                                               Mrs C Cousins 940 1454 

Bowls Club                                           Mrs V Beaumont  9470535 

Football Club                                          C Wagner  07799 773296 

Shiplake WI                                              Mrs P Hudgell  940 2105 

Rector:                                                  Rev Paul Bradish  940 6098 
                                                                                              940 1549 

Primary School                                                                   940 2024 

Memorial Hall Bookings                                          0118 324 3303 
                                                                       www.shiplakehall.com 

Church Room Bookings                                  R Appleby 940 3837 

Corner Shop & Post Office                                                940 2932 

Butcher                                                                                940 2728 

Shiplake Motors                                                                 940 3125 

Baskerville Arms                                                                 940 3332 

Plowden Arms                                                                    940 2794 

Newsletter                email to newsletter@shiplakevillages.com 

Shiplake Villages Plan                          svp@shiplakevillages.com 

   Mr J Jenkins 940 2041 

Seasonal Gardening Tips  
With the hopeful prospect that we will have a summer 

“this year” and fired up by the sumptuous images of the 
Chelsea Flower Show, which filled our screens recently, 
many of us will enthusiastically hit the garden centre like 
a child in a sweet shop, attracted by the blousy blooms.  
Having succumbed to this kind of impulsive shopping 
spree in my early days of gardening, I know how 
expensive a mistake it can be, as more often than not 
these plants soon lose the beauty which drew us to 
them in the first place.  By following a few basic 
guidelines, we can save ourselves money as well as 
frustration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ana Mari’s winning RHS Malvern Show Garden  
(photo Neil Hepworth) 

Firstly, know your soil.  Soil testing kits are available at 
most garden centres or from online suppliers.  They are 
very basic, but will give you an idea as to whether you have 
acidic, neutral, or alkaline conditions (If you wanted a more 
scientific answer, then for a small fee you can send a soil 
sample to the Royal Horticultural Society for a complete 
analysis). This is your starting point. By knowing the type of 
soil you have you can start to select your plants.   

Secondly, the old adage “right plant, right place” is a 
good one to put into practice. Many books have been 
written on the subject to guide us through plant selection, 
and the internet has helped to make it even easier. 

More information and ideas from Ana Mari can be found 
on the villages website 
Ana Mari Bull is a qualified garden designer and 

horticulturist.  If you would like to contact her please 

email anamaribull@yahoo.com. Many thanks from the 

Council too for working with lock keeper Andy Freak and 

supplying the flowers at the lock. 

Events for your Calendar 

There are regular events and meetings around the villages 
every week; please go to the villages website for more 
information. 

June 
Saturday 21st: Shiplake School and Nursery Fayre– 
Memorial Hall Fields 
Monday 23rd: Final response date for Thames Farm appeal 

Wednesday 25th: ‘Have your Say’ Meeting with Police– 
Corner shop at 10.30am 

July 
Wednesday 2nd: Henley Regatta for 5 days 
Tuesday 8th: ‘Get-together’ at the Baskerville– 10.30am  
Wednesday 9th: Henley Festival for 5 days 
Important road works will be carried out in South 
Oxfordshire throughout July see the villages website for 
more details 

August 
Friday 8th: Wargrave & Shiplake Regatta for 2 days 
Saturday 16th: WWI Lunch–Memorial Hall 12.30pm 
Saturday 23rd: Binfield Heath Show 

September 
Sunday 14th: Village Party & Picnic—Memorial Hall & 
Fields 
Monday 29th: Henley Literary Festival for 7 days 
 

Useful Information 
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