
  

The Challenge Facing the Villages and How 
You Can Help! 

Midst all the good news, great events and initiatives 
reported in this issue, there is one BIG issue that threatens 
our villages: South Oxfordshire’s apparent loss of control of 
the planning function within the district. You only have to 
look at a sample of the articles and comments in the Henley 
Standard in recent weeks: ‘Planning chiefs ignoring our 
views’; ‘District Council rendering the town’s (Henley) 
Neighbourhood Plan worthless’; ‘we want the affordable 
homes we voted for and not more care homes’; ‘our district 
councillors barred from voting on local planning applications 
in an undemocratic way unlike other authorities’ and, very 
close to home, the Thames Farm application, strongly 
recommended for approval by SODC Planning but 
unanimously rejected by the planning committee as an 
unsustainable site. How did this happen? The application 
was rejected because of the efforts of the parish councils 
(Shiplake & Harpsden),  local councillors AND very, very 
importantly, the fantastic support from residents….we 
thank you again….it makes all the difference. 

What happens in the coming months is crucial to the 

future of the villages: decisions on what is built; the impact 
on school place provision here or in Henley; road safety and 
the possible urbanisation of the A4155 passing through and 
beyond the villages; a fundamental change to the rural 
nature of the area. 

Shiplake’s parish chairman and our Oxfordshire County 
Councillor (both residents), speak of this issue further in 
Council Matters, outlining what actions we are taking. And 
we, in many cases, look to you, wherever possible, to help 
us rectify the current situation and prevent inappropriate, 
unsustainable developments being foisted upon us by 
speculative developers. 

So, what can everyone do to help in the future for 
everyone’s benefit?  

 

The first is to make sure that 
you are registered on the 
v i l l a g e s  w e b s i t e 
(www.shiplakevillages.com) to 
receive information on all large 
scale planning applications and 
notifications from the parish 
council on our action plans. 
Many residents feel this is what 
made a big difference in 
responding to the threats 
posed by Thames Farm e.g. 
road safety and primary 
children being ‘bussed’ to Henley (or wherever?) schools. It’s a 
simple thing to do and you can also keep in touch with lots of 
other activities and events in the villages.  If not registered 
already, before you put this newsletter down, find your laptop/
computer/iPad etc., go to www.shiplakevillages.com and click 
on Register and provide your name, 2 lines of your address, 
create a username and password or, if online now, we can make 
it really simple for you….just send an email to 
webmaster@shiplakevillages.com  with your name, address and 
phone no. and we will do the registration  for you and send you 
the details…simple!....and your information will be securely held 
in our system. 

What else? How can you help further? We will be in contact 
in a manner designed to avoid the ‘objector fatigue’ mentioned 
on page 3. We are going to arrange a residents’ meeting in 
January to discuss our options, one of which may be developing 
a Neighbourhood Plan (NP)? We produced a highly regarded 
and effective Shiplake Villages Plan in recent years…it seems we 
may need to go one significant step forward! What housing do 
we want (numbers and type) and which locations are 
preferable? What infrastructure is required? No extra housing is 
not an option. 

Reading the local papers, you may have noticed that NP’s are 
said to be worthless: our district council encourages them, helps 
with their development, approves them, praises the efforts of 
the contributors and the fantastic result and then…… ignores/
overrides the agreed plan, because of a misplaced 
interpretation of the national planning guidelines and their 
failure to manage housing supply numbers. Strange and farcical! 
What should be the case is as stated by our local MP and the 
Minister of Planning: ‘NP’s carry weight ……a crucial material 

consideration when deciding applications’, and this is 

supported by recent case law. The parish council, with others, 
is addressing this and related issues. 

I trust we have not bored you. A BIG mistake if we have! We 
need your energy, knowledge, time and ongoing support to look 
after everyone’s interests. Please start by take the next step 
forward in making sure you are registered on the website and, 
of course, best wishes for Christmas and 2017 to everyone.  
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Branch Line Electrification—A Volte Face? 
There have been various reports, in the local and national 

press this month, on the announced delays to electrification 
of the Western Region mainline. Specifically, for our branch 
line, The Department for Transport has admitted that plans to 
electrify four lines in the Thames Valley and West Country 
have been suspended for up to eight years. 

The decision was announced as the National Audit Office 
published a critical report on the planned upgrade of the 
Great Western mainline with costs now estimated at almost 
£5.6 billion, more than two and a half times the amount in 
2013. Based on recent discussions with Network Rail (NR), 
this is not unexpected and we await a formal statement on 
the status of the branch line. Will it ever happen? A very good 
question …..we will post updates on the villages website and 
HBUG and The Henley Standard will no doubt be updating the 
local community with information they receive from NR and 
GWR, not least with regard to any impacts on current services 
and rolling stock.  

Class 387 4 Car Bombardier 
Electrification is now definitely NOT in the current NR 5 year 

financial cycle, finishing in 2019 and may not be in the next 5 
year cycle. More positively, perhaps technology will have 
advanced by that time and a less environmentally invasive 
electrical alternative will be available! 

A meeting is scheduled with GWR on 29th November and 
answers to the following questions will be sought: 
•Which trains will they run? Will it be a 30 min service?  
•What connection times will be at Twyford for Paddington? 
•Do they have enough trains to cover breakdowns and need 
for much more capacity at certain times e.g. Regatta? 
•Will there be fast services to Paddington/Twyford with 
Henley connections or will the only service be via Crossrail? 
 

Stop Press  
As notified to the council by Network Rail on 17/11/2016: The 
two Thames Valley branches due to be upgraded with 
overhead line electrification, the Windsor and Henley 
branches, will see this work deferred until after April 2019 
and perhaps not before March 2024. 
 

New Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) 
After a few months with no representation, the good news is 

we welcome a new PCSO, Will Pomeroy, looking after local 

police matters in the area. He has already met  Geoff Thomas 

(SPC) to familiarise himself with the villages and I am sure he 

will soon meet  many more residents. 
 

 

Shiplake Winners at W & S Regatta 
Great weather, competitive racing and swimming, all 

combined with lots of good fun, made for another fantastic 
regatta….and then everyone disappeared on 
holiday!  Autumn is here with an opportunity to reflect on a 
hot summer (relatively) and the Shiplake successes at the 
regatta…Wargrave did not have it all their own way!  

Here are a few of the Shiplake Winners: 
Archie Smith & Olivier Roullier (Single Dinghy Race) - Tom 

Crook & Holly Verran (Boy & Girl Skiff) 
Shiplake & Binfield Heath Crew (Junior Dongola Oarsome) 

– Ben Doyle (2
nd

 in Swim 1k) 
Joanne Gray (Hermon Trophy for Outstanding 

Sportsmanship)  
Oh, and make sure you have Friday 4

th
 and Saturday 5

th
 of 

August in your diary for 2017’s event. Visit the Regatta 
website for more details. 

 Among the Winners 
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Council Matters 
Planning 

We have a disastrous lack of planning strategy from SODC 
and the Government, which is leading to a plethora of 
aggressive entrepreneurial planning applications that could 
transform the rural nature of this part of South Oxfordshire 
for ever. 

The lack of a demonstrable 5 year land supply within the 
district of South Oxfordshire, which has been known for some 
time, has meant that developers see this as a free ticket to 
exploit any area for development for commercial gain. Many, 
if not all, of these applications would have no  chance of 
success under the existing Local Plan were the 5 year land 
supply figures up to date.  

The rise in large scale applications leads to huge pressure on 
the planning resources at SODC and OCC, who are already 
under pressure from Govt cut-backs. (Each major application 
involves box loads of planning data and considerable time 
and resources to review). 

 This in turn leads to mistakes; under resourced examination 
of each application; a reluctance to go to the cost of appeal 
and less time to consider strategic solutions. 

The Parish Council is doing all it can to review each of these 
speculative applications  - each requires proper due diligence. 
However, we are also taking issue with our authorities who 
appear to be doing little to support the smaller communities 
in the District. We have demanded a meeting with senior 
officials at SODC to understand what actions they are taking 
and to understand how they can protect our community, as 
well as other communities, from this free-for-all planning 
blight. 

We also ask our MP John Howell to fight on residents’ 
behalf; to clarify Government strategy and to help SODC by 
allowing a transition from the current Local Plan to the new 
strategy. As you know we were successful, with your support 
and John Howell’s support, on Thames Farm at the SODC 
Planning Committee Meeting and we promise to fight each 
application that is unsustainable and unwarranted with all the 
resources we have to hand. 

Tudor Taylor - Chairman, Shiplake PC 

Unitary Debate 
OCC is continuing to develop a model for a single unitary 

council, with some decision making devolved to different 
parts of the county, based on the current boundaries of the 
five District and City councils. The response from the District 
Councils is now somewhat muted and their own initiatives 
appear to have stalled. Neither county nor district councils 
appear to be serving the community well currently, apart 
from the efforts of our local councillors. One day there will be 
heated debates about this with significant consequences on 
how services will be delivered...but not in the near future. 

Don't let the developers grind you down – 

'objector fatigue' is their friend 
Central Government made a pact with communities: "If you 

agree to accept the number of houses we are going to impose 
upon you, we will let you decide where they go." And so the 
'Neighbourhood Plan' (NP) was born and dedicated 
volunteers all over the country set to work, placing their trust 
in the pact. 

In South Oxfordshire, this trust is now being sorely tested. 
An NP must be based on a 'Local Plan' (LP), and an LP must 
show that the Local Authority has identified a supply of land 
sufficient to accommodate the housing deemed necessary 
over the forthcoming five years. This is known as the 'Five-
Year Housing Land Supply' (5YHLS). (Sorry about all these 
titles and acronyms!). Clever and expensive lawyers acting for 
developers have convinced Planning Inspectors that South 
Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) does not have a 5YHLS, 
and now SODC has rolled-over and accepted this. As a result, 
South Oxfordshire, including Shiplake, is facing a deluge of 
planning applications from developers hungry to tap into the 
rich profits to be found in the housing market in the area. 

But all is not lost. The case of Crane vs the Secretary of State 

for Communities and Local Government is taken by many to 
mean that an NP that has been 'made' (approved by 
referendum) can still stand even if the LP fails. (You will need 
to look this up on the Internet – there is not enough space 
here to explain.) And there are other reasons for refusal 
under national planning policy. Development sites should be 
'sustainable'. In broad terms, this means that residents on 
new sites should have reasonable access to things like shops 
and schools on foot or by public transport. Anything that 
relies on a huge increase in car travel is not deemed 
sustainable. In our area, another valid objection is 'severe 
harm to rural character'. Urban-style, high-density housing 
estates can be deemed to be totally inappropriate. Highways 
safety issues are other reasons for refusal. 

At the time of writing (12 November 2016), I am aware of 
the planning applications listed below that will impact on the 
rural character of our area. (And I know their are more to 
come!) It is for you to decide whether to oppose them or not, 
but if you do oppose them, please ensure you make your 
views known on the planning applications section of the 
SODC website. If an application is recommended for approval 
by SODC officers, you can email members of the SODC 
Planning Committee before they make a decision. 
 

P16/S2861/O Mount Ida Reading Road Lower Shiplake RG9 
3PH 
Outline planning application for the erection of 7 dwellings 
 
P16/S3438/O Land to the east of Reading Road Lower 
Shiplake RG9 4BG 
Outline application for the development of a retirement 
village (40-bed residential care home facility plus 66 units 
comprising apartments/cottages) 
  
16/S0970/O Thames Farm Reading Road Shiplake RG9 3PH 
Outline Planning Application for up to 95 dwellings 
(This was refused by the SODC Planning Committee in 

September, but the applicant has lodged an appeal – watch 

out for more news on this) 
 
I urge that you steel yourself against 'objector fatigue' 
otherwise unwanted development could occur by default. 
 
Cllr David Bartholomew—OCC 

Entrance to Thames Farm 
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Farm Bulletin 

 

View from the Rectory 
Dear new friends 

Can I first of all say a huge thank you for the warmth of your 
welcome to myself and my family. It has been a real joy to 
meet you and we have certainly been made to feel extremely 
welcome. Thank you. I very much look forward to meeting 
villagers, when I wander around the area, but please do bear 
with me as I try to start putting names to faces - do remem-
ber that you have only four new names to learn whereas we 
have over a hundred! 

May I take this opportunity to ask you all to think about next 
year – already….and you have only been here a few weeks- I 
hear you say. I am trying to put together a benefice diary so 
that everybody within the benefice and our wider communi-
ties will know exactly what we are doing, where we are doing 
it and when we are doing it. 

So please let me know by the end of October if you are plan-
ning any event during 2017 so that we can include it in the 
diary. ie when is your fete?, Patronal festival? Harvest Sun-
day? Remembrance Day events? Any concerts that you are 
planning, fundraising events etc. etc. This does not mean that 
we cannot have extra events slotted into the year later on, 
but then at least you would know if your planned event 
clashed with something else in the benefice calendar. 

If you don’t let me know, then I cannot include it in the di-
ary. I cannot promise to include all the local events - but I will 
try. 

I always seem to struggle with this time of year. The Sum-
mer is over, but yet Winter is still not with us. We alternate 
between lovely sunny days and dull, dank autumnal days. We 
still can’t put away the summer clothes and switch over to 
the winter ones, as some days are so warm. A time of change 
is upon the world and change is never an easy thing to deal 
with. This is why many of you, I know, are feeling insecure 
about me coming here among you. – what will I introduce, 
what might I change? 

Change is never easy, but it does give us the opportunity to 
try something new, and sometimes we can be pleasantly sur-
prised, and other times confirmed in our doubt. However, if 
you have any ideas about what you would like to see happen 
around the three churches, then please, please, please let me 
know. We can then have a discussion and see where your 
ideas might lead us. 

I/we will never be able to please everybody – that is simply 
impossible, but I will listen and try and hear what you are 
concerned about, and then try and come to a balance that 
will enable us to go forward, as we strive to undertake God’s 
work here in the benefice. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Revd. Robert S Thewsey 

 

In June our Open Day was once again blessed with beautiful 
weather and we welcomed a record number of visitors to 
take a closer look at what we do.   We had a massive amount 
of help from the Nettlebed Farming Club and the Young 
Farmers but thank you very much to all the visitors, we raised 
£350 for Air Ambulance! 

 
This year’s harvest got off to a poor start with disappointing 

yields of winter barley and oilseed rape mainly due to the 
dull, wet June.  Fortunately however the winter wheat 
yielded much better as it matures later and was able to fully 
absorb the sunshine in July.  As an added bonus all of the 
wheat achieved bread making quality which will help to offset 
the shortfall from the other crops.  Even the linseed did fairly 
well, it is the first year we have grown it for almost twenty 
years and we have relearned some valuable lessons for next 
year! 

Brexit has dominated the headlines over the summer and 
farmers have been scratching their heads about what it will 
mean for them.  In the short term the weakness of Sterling, 
brought about by Brexit, has made our exports more 
competitive and given a welcome lift to beef and grain prices. 
However, the long term impact in terms of farm support and 
access to European markets remains uncertain.   Many 
farmers would much prefer to operate without subsidies and 
the bureaucracy that goes with them. The reality is that in a 
global market very few British farms would make a profit 
without support payments.   

The current system is by no means perfect but it does 
compensate European farmers for following high 
environmental and animal welfare standards.  These 
standards are good farming practice, which any farmer will be 
keen to achieve. However, they come at a cost and our global 
competitors are not restricted by them.  In return, food prices 
for European consumers are kept low and the public can 
continue to enjoy the countryside which is cared for by 
farmers. 

Once we leave the EU it is uncertain how the British 
government will support farming. Any new system will need 
to balance the needs of farmers, consumers and the 
environment as well as allowing time for all of those involved 
to adjust. 

Stephen Doble—Shiplake Farm 

The harvest in full swing 
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THE SHIPLAKE COUNTRY RUN (5K) - Sept 25th 2016  
At a respectable time on a  Sunday 

morning, Shiplake's inaugural 'Country 
Run'  was started with 32 runners lined 
up for the event, some with verve, 
sinews ready to break a record, and 
most in a more relaxed, let's just enjoy 
it mode.  

A large turn out of accompanying 
adults and children were milling 
around, enjoying the Alfresco Coffee 
Morning, which was the other part of 
this Shiplake Community Event.  Music 
was by Gareth Evans and friends, with 
Tudor Taylor on banjo. Free coffee, 
tea, squash, biscuits and cakes were 
enjoyed by all. 

The winner of the run was George 
Hailstone in 15 mins 48 secs and the first female to 
finish was Ella Shute in 17 mins 47 secs. 

Advertised as a 5K run, the course was in fact only 3.6K so the winning 
times are not threatening any world records. Search parties are still out 
looking for the missing 1.4K. 

A great deal of fun and, of course, considerable satisfaction was had 
throughout a couple of hours on an occasionally sunny and always dry 
Sunday morning in Shiplake. 

Many thanks to all those volunteers, course marshals, singers, 
photographer, Shiplake College, hospitality plus beverage donations 
from Tesco. Special thanks to the organisers - Ray Wild and Micky 
Denehy 

It would be great for The Shiplake Country Run to become an annual 
event. Watch out for an invitation next year...don't miss it! 

 

Start of Run 

George Hailstone with Tudor Taylor   

and Ray Wild in the background 

Tom Lynskey Ella Shute 

Micky Denehy entertains the starters 

Registration 
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Learning is Fun 
Shiplake College 

What a start to the term! The 2016-2017 academic year has 
so far proved to be a busy and fruitful one; pupils are back in 
classrooms, back on the sports fields and back in the rowing 
boats, and that is just the beginning. 

The Shiplake 
cohort have been 
raising money for a 
variety of charities. 
The biennial 20 mile 
sponsored walk took 
place in September, 
and has so far raised 
over a whopping 
£12,000 for four 
different charities; 
Gap Africa, Sue 
Ryder, NOMAD 
Henley and Paars. 
The charities were 
chosen by the staff and pupils, and the amount of money 
raised is a reflection of their hard work and generosity. The 
Macmillan Coffee Morning also took place, raising over £420 
for Macmillan Cancer Support. This is the most successful 
coffee morning that the College has raised to date, and we 
are extremely grateful to the parents, friends and staff of the 
College for helping the College to raise a significant amount. 

Sport has not been overlooked; the rowers have been back 
on the water training, and it is paying off. Deputy Head of 
College Henry Blois-Brooke won the IM3 pennant at the 
Wallingford Head of the River, whilst Georgia-May Fry 
finished in second place in the Women’s Junior 17 category. 
The Reading Small Boats race also went very well for the 
Shiplake rowers; four crews won first place in different 
categories in the morning’s races. 

Many co-curricular activities have enriched the life at 
Shiplake since the beginning of term; the visit from author 
and adventurer Matt Dickinson was a particular highlight, as 
he gave a workshop on creative writing to Year 7 and 8 boys. 
A visit to the Henley Literary Festival was enjoyed by Lower 
School boys, and a number of staff members have taken on 
the challenge of learning a new instrument alongside the 
pupils. 

There have been a number of events: the Christmas Fayre 
took place in the Sports Hall on Saturday 12 November from 
10.00am, and the Winter Concert took place on Thursday 24 
November, and everyone was welcome to join us there! 

Village Nursery 
Taking BIG Strides Forward 

Our Summer into Autumn term at 
Shiplake Village Nursery has been full of 
Woodland Walks and the excitement of 
welcoming new children and staff to our 
setting. We are lucky enough to have 
Nicky join the team who is a wonderful 
addition and full of fresh ideas. She has 
an "Outstanding" Ofstead report and is 
bringing her wealth of experience to our 
nursery. 

Our new manager Cherry Grayston 
continues to build upon the successes of last term following 
the tremendous improvements, which she helped to initiate, 
that were recognised by Ofstead in June. It is an exciting time 
for our nursery and the Nursery Staff & Committee continue 
to work very hard to grow and develop the setting. 

This term we are adding huge value with the addition of 
Spanish & Drama classes, which will bring great fun and new 

skills to our children. We have also taken steps to do a spot of 
rebranding and our new logo helps to highlight the changes 
that we have been implementing, and gives a strong 
impression of the values of our setting. Our new branding can 
be seen in Families Magazine and the Henley Standard from 
November as we embark on some advertising to encourage 
the growth of the nursery for now and in the future. 

  
Holly Surplice – Chair, Nursery Committee 
(holly@hollysurplice.co.uk) 
 
1st Shiplake Scouts 

Formed in 1912, the Shiplake Scout Group has Beaver, Cub 
and Scout groups for boys and girls between 6 to 14 years 
old. They have year-round activities centred on the scout hut 
(opposite Orwells restaurant) and camping adventures in the 
summer months. The kids have great fun, whilst learning life 
and team building skills. Of course, none of this would 
happen without the considerable time and effort of a 
leadership group of local residents, who enthusiastically give 
their time, to make this all possible. 

The scout hut is clearly the focal point of the group and that 
now needs some attention to continue to make all these 
activities possible…it needs a new roof at a cost of over 
£5,000! Money is being raised through various initiatives and 
hopefully some 
grants; you may have 
taken part in the 
recent Spook Walk 
or been at the 
Halloween Party at 
The Baskerville, 
which raised £464 
a n d  £ 4 6 5 , 
respectively.  

A great start but 
more is needed. Can 
you help with your 
time or a donation? 
Read more about 
the Scout Group on the villages website 
(www.shiplakevillages.com) and if you can help by 
volunteering in some way or simply making a donation via, 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/shiplakescoutsfundraising  
it would be enormously appreciated. 

Shiplake Primary School Autumn Term 
We began our new school year in September, welcoming 

both new staff members and new pupils into our school 
family.  We are delighted to report that we have now reached 
the magic number of 200 pupils on our school roll.    Our staff 
team has grown and we have welcomed Mrs McKay, as 
Reception Class teacher, Mr Richmond, as Year 3 teacher, and 
Mrs Grundy and Miss Bakinowska who will jobshare our Year 
1 class.   

We have already squeezed in so much over the first 6 weeks 
of term; our Year 6 class have spent a week in Bude, Cornwall 
on an activity adventure holiday.  They were extremely 
grateful for the sunny weather that week when they had so 
many fun activities to complete!  Some of our Year 5 children 
have started the Bikeability cycle safety programme, which 
runs over 6 weeks, with the aim of teaching the children how 
to stay safe on the roads around them.  All the Year 5 children 
will have the opportunity to complete this training over the 
school year.  The Year 4 and Year 5 children attended a 
session as part of the Henley Literary Festival, where they 
listened to a very funny presentation -  ‘The World of Norm’- 
with the author of the books,  Jonathan Meres ‘.  A highly 

Many thanks to the Baskerville for their support 

at the Halloween evening 
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enjoyable morning for all those that attended. 
During each school year, we like to select different charities 

to support.  This year, the school took part in a project called 
Operation Christmas Child run by the charity Samaritan’s 
Purse.   The idea was simple; fill a shoebox with small gifts 
and they will be sent to children around the world who live in 
areas of poverty, war, disease and famine, spreading the love 
of Christ across the globe!  The school joined with the 
community at St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church to support the 
project and we were delighted that over 100 shoe boxes in all 
were bought into school by our families.   

With Christmas not too far away, all of our classes are busy 
rehearsing for their special Christmas performances.  The 
school corridors have been filled with festive tunes since 
before half term and staff and children are busy making props 
to use and costumes to wear.  Our Reception Class and Year 1 
and Year 2 are performing ‘Christmas with the Aliens’ this 
year.  In keeping with tradition the KS1 Christmas play this 
year is The Nativity but with a twist! Some alien visitors find 
themselves stranded on Earth with their broken spaceship. 
When invited by a group of school children to watch their 
nativity play, the aliens learn an amazing story they want to 
share with the whole universe. 

Our Year 3 and Year 4 clasess are performing Roald Dahl’s 
interpretation of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, where 
Snow White cunningly plots to snatch the Magic Mirror in a 
dash for freedom and fortune, helped by the turncoat 
huntsman and seven jockeys.    

Our Year 5 and 6 classes are performing Alice – a blend of 
both Alice in Wonderland and Alice through the Looking 
Glass.  Alice finds herself in a magical wonderland full of 
surreal characters and bizarre settings.  Who is the King of 
Hearts?  Who is the Mad Hatter?  And will Alice ever get 
home? 

Our first term closes on Friday 16
th

 December with a 
Christmas Carol Service at St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church.  It 
is always so moving to hear the children singing their 
favourite carols in such a beautiful setting.  I do hope that 
some of you will be able to join us. 

 
Katherine Page-Howie Headteacher—Shiplake CE School 

Small Villages…BIG Successes! 
Small villages we may be 

but we have local 
businesses which are BIG 
successes. Small in 
number, perhaps, but we 
are fortunate to have a 
great choice of pubs and 
restaurants and two local 
shops providing a wide 
range of local fresh 
produce and those 
everyday things that you 
forgot about: The award 
winning ‘The Oxfordshire 
Shop of the Year’-  Corner 
Shop - and Keith Whiting, 
our butcher with great 
seasonal produce and 
with a friendly repartee 
and good nature that has 
engaged local residents 
for close to 30 years! Hopefully, many residents had the 
opportunity to take advantage of their hospitality at the 

Village Tasting Day on 19
th

 November, alongside The 
Baskerville, The Soap Garden and other local businesses. 

 

Stop Press 
A big thank you to supporters of the tasting day. A massive 

£229.72 was raised  on the Tombola & Book stalls to help pay 
towards the new roof of the scout hut. 

 
And, how big can successes be?  

 
 
Following recent other successes, at the 2016 Oxfordshire 

Restaurant Awards, The Baskerville won ‘Pub Restaurant of 
the Year’ as well as well as ’Best 
Brasserie/Gastro Pub’ and  the 
Orwells chef owners, Ryan Simpson 
and Liam Trott, have been awarded 
‘Chef of the Year’. The duo also won 
Good Food Guide Restaurant of the 
Year and 4 AA Rosettes earlier this 
Year. The Plowden Arms also wins 
awards with traditional ales, wines 
and a monthly changing drink  
reminiscent of bygone eras, all 
complementing food focused on 
high-quality British dishes using 
local produce. A good reason for 
The Times nominating Matthew and 
Ruth as having ‘The Top Foodie Pub 
with Walks’… in the countryside. 
 The photos here to reflect the great 
efforts and talents of the teams that 
made these awards possible. All you 

have to do now is check out their 
website and menus and then 
make a booking whilst you can: 
www.orwellsatshiplake.co.uk or 
www.thebaskerville.com or 
www.plowdenarmsshiplake.co.uk.  

Reward our good fortune by 
eating at all of them! All three 
have special seasonal menus and 
are taking booking for parties. You 
should also check out their 
Christmas and New Year events/
menus … some are referenced in 
the Forthcoming Events section 
on the back page.    

 

 

The Baskerville Team 

Ryan Simpson 

Liam Trott 
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Forthcoming Events 

Details of these are always available on the home page of the 
website but some you might want to take particular note of 

are: 
 
 
 
 

◊ Get together 13th December 10.30am 
◊ Xmas Carols 24th December 4.00pm 
◊Christmas Day Drinks 12 noon to 2.00pm 
◊ New Years Eve Party 31st December  

 
 
 
 

◊ Christmas Day Drinks including free mulled wine and 
mince pies 11.30am  to 2.0pm 
◊ New Years Eve 31st December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Updating your Will - Please Remember the Memorial Hall 
Shiplake Memorial Hall is a registered charity and a vital 

asset for our community, being used for many different 
events, classes, amateur dramatics and functions. Built over 
90 years ago, the structure is now showing its age and the 
trustees are planning for a number of major capital 
refurbishment projects that will be needed during the coming 
years. Although income currently just covers operating costs, 
paying for major project work relies on fund raising and 
grants, plus a small reserve fund built up over the years. We 
need to try and build up our reserves much more to enable 
future major repairs and improvements e.g., replacing and 
insulating the main roof, which is likely to cost around 
£100,000. 

If you are updating your will, why not include a legacy to the 
hall to contribute to helping ensure that the hall continues to 
be available for future generations? Gifts to charities 
bequeathed by will are exempt from Inheritance Tax. For 
further details contact: secretary@shiplakehall.com 

Nottingham Knockers....Police Advice 

Have you had young men knocking on your door, introducing 

themselves as 'ex-prisoners' and looking to sell you household 

goods? Sadly, should you decline, they can become quite 

unpleasant and aggressive, particularly if you are a woman. 

Incidences have been reported recently by residents, one of 

whom felt it necessary to call the police on 101. Below is the 

advice given: 

"You must, without any hesitation, call the police and not try 

to deal with the boy yourself". When suggested that was a bit 

drastic, the officer replied that he was trespassing and you 

have no idea what he might do. "He could have had a knife". 

They are called The Nottingham Knockers. 

Go to the website for the rest of the article 
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