
  

Your & Shiplake’s Future 
The July issue of the newsletter highlighted the 

importance of the views of residents in responding to the 

Shiplake Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Survey, which had a 

specific focus on housing for the next 15-20 years. The 700+ 

responses from over 600 households were a key element in 

enabling the NP Steering Group to develop the important 

proposals presented at the NP Open Exhibition early in 

November. Over 300 residents attended the event with 73% 

supporting the proposals and providing further feedback to 

the Steering Group for consideration, as it finalises the plan 

prior to further consultation. 

The NP Open Exhibition 

The Neighbourhood Plan has been progressed rapidly and 

it is a major feature of this issue of the newsletter because it 

is so IMPORTANT TO THE FUTURE OF SHIPLAKE.  To keep 

everyone up to date, the Chairman of the Steering Group 

has provided a comprehensive update on the plan in the 

enclosed special supplement. In the next few months, 

progress will be highlighted on the villages website with the 

opportunity for residents to respond with their views. If you 

have any questions or want to make a suggestion, then 

email:  np2017@shiplakevillages.com 

 We all have busy lives but please take time out to review 

the information, consider the implications, provide 

feedback and help the Steering Group deliver the plan that 

is best for the future of Shiplake. 

There is more in this issue than the Neighbourhood Plan. 

There have been a lot of fun events in Shiplake over the 

summer months and a lot more to come as we enter the 

festive season. We hope we have captured all of this inside 

the newsletter.  

A very merry Christmas and best wishes for 2018. 

Train Horn Nuisance & Use of Level Crossing  
Overly loud train horn noise at the station was raised as an 

issue in the Shiplake Villages Plan of 2014 and the recent 

Neighbourhood Plan survey responses. As the noise levels have 

worsened, a group of residents has discussed the matter with 

GWR and Network Rail (NR) over a lengthy period. Both have 

acknowledged the issue and are working to mitigate it. Like all 

regulated health & safety issues, however, there are procedures 

to follow and ultimately require the Sec. of State’s office to 

approve any changes. 

The outcome, hopefully, will be the elimination of the horn at 

the level crossing on Station Road. The horn at  Scammel’s 

crossing between Wargrave and Shiplake stations has already 

been removed. Procedural. The request for the level crossing is 

being reviewed currently. This would be a significant 

improvement but is not certain AND will be influenced by 

pedestrian use of the level crossing, which IS being monitored 

during a trial period. For everyone's safety - train passengers 

and drivers, pedestrians and motorists DO NOT, whatever rush 

you may be in, feel it appropriate or clever to go under or 

around the barriers when the red lights are flashing and the 

barriers lowering or in the down position; it was pointed out by 

a GWR senior manager, on a recent visit, that a mature 
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gentleman with a brown dog did go around the barriers, 

endangering himself and others. Such actions do not help 

eliminating this horn nuisance and should anybody see 

anyone misusing the crossing in this way, please dvise the 

council via feedback@www.shipakevillages.com with the 

date and the time of the incident.  

Many thanks for your help and cooperation in ensuring 

we get the reductions in noise levels that residents seek. 

Rail Services – update 

From Jan 2
nd

 2018 all trains operating the half hour service 

on the branch line will stop at Wargrave in both directions. 

The trains will be 3 car units. 

Importantly from that date all through services to and from 

Paddington will cease and all journeys will require a change 

at Twyford. The connecting services from/to Twyford will be 

operated by new 8 car electric trains. 

 

Wargrave & Shiplake Regatta 2017 
 2017 is a very special year for the W & S Regatta, marking 

its 150th anniversary. It was celebrated with the ‘Jubilee 

Dongola’ race, which saw families compete in fancy dress for 

a special trophy. Overall the weather could have been kinder 

but did not diminish the enthusiasm for the events over the 

weekend.  

Did Shiplake competitors do well? Whilst enjoying 

themselves they were winners in the following events: 

Coffin Dodgers were the winner of ‘Vertran Dongola’ race, 

Peter and Seren Moore won the ‘Ladies and Gentlemans 

skiff’ race, Meg Hearn and Ben Doyle won the ‘Boy and Girl’ 

skiff race and the Daring Dazzling Dongolas won the Junior 

Dongola race. All that remains now is to start training for next 

year’s events and checkout the ‘The Silver Rudder ‘on the 

Regatta website for a good overview of the regatta. 

More at: www.WandSregatta.com 

The Old Telephone Box 

'A group of volunteers has 

begun renovation work on 

the telephone box opposite 

the Corner Shop. The old 

careworn floor has been 

removed and a new 

concrete surface put in 

place. The electrics have 

been isolated and the door 

taken away for restoration 

by one of the volunteers. It 

is hoped to clean and 

prepare the box for 

painting in the certified red 

colour in the warmer dryer 

weather early next year. 

The volunteers will then 

decide what it is best used 

for...a village local library? 

Note: The barrier tape 

currently wrapped around 

the box is there for a reason. Please do not remove or enter 

the box.' 

A View from the Rectory Autumn/Fall 2017 
Dear Friends 

As I write this all three of the churches that I have the 

privilege of caring for, are busily preparing for Harvest this 

coming Sunday. I know that the displays in all the churches will 

be absolutely amazing. What a wealth of talents this beautiful 

part of the world nurtures. I wonder if it is the area that 

creates the talent, or are people with such talent drawn here 

because of the beauty? A real chicken and egg situation. 

Last year at Dunsden they held a special festival to showcase 

the talents of local people and the church was filled with a 

wide variety of craft items.  

November for me is a time of remembering, with All Souls 

Day, Remembrance Sunday and the general change in the 

weather forcing us to try 

and recall the all too brief 

Summer, whilst our 

senses are assailed by the 

smells and chills of 

blustery Autumn days. 

But I also have to admit 

that, actually, Autumn is 

my favourite time of year 

and I also love the way 

Americans refer to it as 

‘Fall’; to me this conjures 

up a far more romantic 

image of the seasons as it 

brings to my mind the 

russet reds, and burnt 

golds of the leaves of the 

trees. I am really just an 

old romantic. 

I also know that many people do find this time of year a 

challenge; one of my friends suffers from SAD syndrome and 

at this time his ‘day light lamp’ comes into play for a few hours 

each day to boost his feeling of well-being, and I sympathise 

with his plight. 

  Remembrance  reminds me that we tend to forget the huge 

impact that any war has on a community and our annual act of 

remembrance should be something that we all take seriously, 

as war can very easily happen again if we forget our past. We 

only have to look at South Korea at the moment to see the 

possible conflict that might lie ahead. 

Let us then all pray for peace as we remember those who 

have laid down their lives so that we might live in freedom. Let 

us remember their sacrifice so that we, in our turn, do all that 

we can to ensure that peace survives and that we learn to live 

alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ, remember that 

God created us all, and that ultimately it is to God that we 

return. 

Autumn is a time for remembering, and that is why All Souls 

day is also so important to many people; the chance to 

remember a loved one, to have permission to once more 

grieve for their loss, to remember the happy times and rejoice, 

and to mourn what has been lost. With all God’s Blessings. 

 

Robert Thewsey 
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Council Matters 
 

Planning 

Planning applications large and small continue unabated. 

Some remain contentious such as Thames Farm, the current 

status of which is outlined below. Other significant 

applications include the Retirement Village on the A4155 

(recently rejected on sustainability, landscape and other 

grounds), Mt Ida and Thames Farm Barns. The owners of 

Wyvale have also invited comments on their proposals to 

change the use of the site from commercial to a combination 

of much reduced commercial usage and approximately 40 

new houses. Three of these referenced sites are in Harpsden 

and, as part of the Joint Henley & Harpsden Neighbourhood 

Plan, not identified for residential development. They impact 

Shiplake to the greatest extent. Our neighbouring parishes 

are also now experiencing similar planning applications. It is 

clear that developers continue to seek opportunities to take 

advantage of SODC’s lack of 5 year land supply for homes, 

which should be addressed by the new Local Plan and with 

government agreement will become effective in late 2018. 

Shiplake has proposals within its developing neighbourhood 

plan to play its part in the Local Plan whilst providing more 

homes for young and old. With the right outcome we should 

be able to devote more time to delivering on that plan than 

expending effort on opposing unsustainable, in planning 

terms, applications. 

 

 Thames Farm Judicial Review Update 

The parish council, supported by residents, has been 

consistent in opposing the development of housing on the 

Thames Farm site. Our objections have been based both on 

highway safety grounds and because - as a substantial 

residential development outside the village boundary - such 

development is not sustainable.   

SODC has always rejected Thames Farm's applications for 

residential development, and this has been confirmed on 

appeal by the planning inspectorate. Earlier this year, 

however, a planning inspector overturned SODC's refusal to 

grant planning permission, in this case for 95 houses.  

Our legal advisors - including a leading planning QC - believe 

we have strong grounds for arguing that the inspector was 

wrong. Shiplake and SODC continue to fight the decision and 

we are both seeking leave to appeal against it in the High 

Court. Our applications were initially rejected, which is not 

unusual, but both we and SODC have the right to seek leave 

at an oral hearing, which will be heard at the Royal Courts 

of Justice on 28th November.  

We will keep you updated on progress in this matter and 

thank you for your support in ensuring the right outcome 

prevails.  

 

Shiplake Neighbourhood Plan 

The plan has advanced rapidly since it was initiated and 

sponsored by the parish council early in the year, details of 

which are covered extensively in the special supplement. The 

volunteer Steering Group deserves great credit for the 

significant progress made. 

 

Shiplake’s Roads to be Resurfaced in 2018 

OCC have scheduled the public roads to be resurfaced during  

2018, which presumably includes repairs too. It is also 

assumed that all road markings will be renewed, many of 

which are already obscured and inadequate. Do not expect 

any to be renewed before other than requirements for the 

SOHA site. Currently, no dates are available for when the work 

will take place. 

 

SOHA Site Redevelopment in 2018 

The work on this site is scheduled to start early in 2018 and 

residents may have noticed activity related to road marking to 

deter parking in Mill Road. Clearly, we expect  some disruption 

with such a large project but the end result will be benefit to 

the village. The promised availability of a meeting room for use 

by the community, as existed before its closure, should help 

the local community groups, which made use of it before 

closure of the current building. 

 

Welcome to new Parish Councillor – Ann Manning 

 

Ann moved to Lower Shiplake 

in 1989 and loves the area. She 

is a professional 

businesswoman with over 35 

years' experience in the 

Insurance Broking Industry and 

started Manning UK, based in 

Henley-on-Thames , in 1984 to 

provide a professional, 

competitive and "easy-to-do-

business-with" service to 

clients, however large or small, 

whether face to face ,or by correspondence. This is a 

philosophy that still applies some 33 years later. 

Ann is confident at public speaking and is able to articulate 

and interpret people’s views. She is a good debater, a very 

traditional woman who believes in mutual respect for all. She 

is proud to be a Freeman of the City of London and Liveryman 

of The Worshipful Company of Insurers. 

She has served on all types of Committees for a number of 

years. She was a member of Rotaract and became President in 

1979. She is a member of the Chartered Insurance Institute 

and has served terms of office on the Committee of the 

Reading Institute. In 1988 she became a Magistrate serving the 

Berkshire Bench, with all that entails, and was also a serving 

member of the Magistrates’ Courts Committee. 

See all the background details for Ann on the villages 

website: www.shiplakevillages.com 
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 Bridge Over Thames – A329(M) to A4155 at 

Caversham/Play Hatch 

An outline business case has been proposed with access 

between Caversham Park Village and Play Hatch roundabout. 

A bridge is desirable in many respects but the current 

proposals leave many questions unanswered and inadequate 

consideration of infrastructure requirements, all of which you 

can and should update yourself on via the local press. 
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School Highlights 

Shiplake College 

Shiplake College had a very busy and successful summer 

holiday! Just a couple of days after the end of term, it saw its 

1
st

 VIII reach the semi-finals at Henley Royal Regatta (the last 

crew to achieve this was in 1990). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two pupils, Henry Blois-Brooke and Seb Newman, also 

represented GB at the World Rowing Junior Championships in 

Lithuania, taking bronze medals in the GB VIII. Not only that 

but there was a rugby tour for over 30 boys in South Africa, 

the College’s theatre company Scruffy Penguin performed at 

the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, 15 members of the Expedition 

Society spent 4 weeks in Kenya climbing and volunteering in 

schools, CCF cadets completed the Caledonian Challenge and 

18 Gold Duke of Edinburgh participants undertook walking 

and kayak expeditions in Scotland. The College also held very 

successful rowing and DT camps. 

The summer was rounded off with record-breaking GCSE 

and Sixth Form examination results, with 99% of pupils going 

to their first or second choice university. The College started 

the new academic year with a record 478 pupils, including a 

record 55 girls in the Sixth Form. 

The summer period is also busy for our maintenance and 

grounds staff; there was an extension to the girls’ House to 

incorporate a new Year 12 day prep room and changing 

facilities, which in turn led to a new tractor shed to house the 

grounds machinery and tools. Four new classrooms have 

been created, allowing for a reallocation of departments and 

some redecoration. Also, as part of the ongoing maintenance 

and refurbishment programme, there were new boilers 

installed and most excitingly the roof of the Sports Hall was 

replaced. This included 160 solar photovoltaic modules which 

provide the College with a 41.6kW capacity PV system to 

convert sunlight into electricity, which will power the Sports 

Hall itself and save the College £7k a year. 

Little over a month in to the new school year, we’ve had 

some amazing sporting successes. Sunny Pong of Year 13 

recently took part in the NATD British National Championship 

in Latin and Ballroom Dance and finished sixth overall! He 

competed against much more experienced dancers and his 

success has inspired his parents in Hong Kong to learn how to 

dance. A little closer to home, however, the Henley 10k was 

won by Year 10 Adam Hunt who finished the race ahead of 

324 runners with an astounding time of 40:34! 

We have also had success with our recently established Clay 

Pigeon Shooting club, as they competed at the Marlborough 

College Sporting Clay Shield Competition. Of the 32 schools 

that competed, the Shiplake team finished in eighth position, 

which in their second year of competition, is most impressive!  

Looking to the not-too-distant future, Shiplake College hopes 

to open a sixth form centre which will include a café, with 

toilets and outdoor seating, on the ground floor. It will also 

contain two classrooms and an office space. The pre-

application response is favourable and the College will now 

submit the planning application.  

Apart from the shortage of rented residential space for 

teaching staff, the College has a long term problem of securing 

better playing fields on which to lay out six rugby pitches. The 

existing facilities comprise a shared use of open agricultural 

land close to the River Thames and are often waterlogged and 

susceptible to flooding for about 25% of the time they are 

needed. The College is examining a variety of options to 

resolve this difficulty. 

The College has also received planning permission for a new 

boathouse to consolidate and replace nine structures within 

the ‘old quarry’ area. The new boathouse will include boat 

storage, CCF and outdoor education, water sports, a 

workshop, a fitness area and an archery and rifle range centre. 

It is likely that planning will be resubmitted to include 

changing facilities, an indoor climbing wall and a kitchenette. A 

fundraising campaign will be taking place and it is hoped that 

the development will be completed  during 2019 to celebrate 

the College’s 60th anniversary. 

Our Christmas Fayre took place on Saturday 11 November 

and welcomed  all members of the Shiplake village 

community . 

Gregg Davies—Headmaster 

 

Shiplake Primary School – Sporting Success & Governors 

Excellence Award 
Football: In early October Year 4 starred the season with 18 

pupils taking part in a ‘five -a-side’ tournament at Shinfield’s 

Crosfields school, fielding both a girls and a boys team, with 

substitutions during matches ensuring everyone took part. A 

great introduction to the game and the level of sportsmanship 

on display was exemplary. 

Later in October, Year 5-6 took part in the Rotherfield FC 
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The Shiplake Villages Neighbourhood Plan 
As the winter months 

close in we are moving 

towards the final phases 

of putting together a 

Neighbourhood Plan for 

the Parish.  

Over 300 people at-

tended the recent open 

exhibition held at the 

Memorial Hall on 3 and 4 

of November and the 

turnout was impressive, 

illustrating just how im-

portant an initiative this 

exercise really is. Just to 

go back over old ground 

for the benefit of those 

who could not attend, it 

may be helpful to reiter-

ate a few points. 

Why are we doing the plan and what is its scope. 

Neighbourhood Plans are a relatively new and recent fea-

ture of the UK Planning system. They were brought into being 

by the Localism Act of 2011, and the purpose of these plans is 

to give local communities far more say in how development 

might take place in and around their communities. In essence, 

the Government recognised that the Planning system was 

hugely bogged down due to the contentious issue of regulat-

ing where development should actually go, and so the primary 

objective of the new system is to remove much of the conten-

tion and opposition to development, thereby speeding up the 

Planning system and making the system pay more regard to 

the wishes of local communities. 

The house building industry in the UK is a woefully blunt in-

strument that has for years staggered from boom to bust. The 

huge profits that can be made from achieving a development 

designation for land has regularly resulted in hugely conten-

tious proposals, which have left those for and against at log-

gerheads for years if not decades. 

If much needed housing development can be ‘pre-agreed’ in 

terms of where communities wish to see development take 

place, then the whole system should become far easier for 

everyone. 

The second limb to all of this is that a Neighbourhood Plan 

will also therefore provide guidance on where communities 

do not want development to take place so again making the 

system smoother and easier to administer for the future. Thus, 

the primary goal both to tell the Planning Authority where  

development should and should not go; and, providing that 

the Local Planning Authority maintains the required level of 

progress in producing the much-needed housing in the UK, 

then the Government will allow things to move ahead in line 

with the Neighbourhood Plans. 

Once a Neighbourhood Plan has been accepted and adopted 

by a local referendum of residents, then it becomes part of the 

Local Plan for the district and MUST be regarded by the Plan-

ning Authority in arriving at its decisions on individual Planning 

Applications within the district. 

If an Authority fails to maintain its Housing Supply target fig-

ures then the Neighbourhood Plan is at risk, as the system re-

verts back to National Planning Policy Rules. These fundamen-

tally say that a Planning permission should always be granted 

if the Application relates to a sustainable site and where the 

benefit of approving the Application outweighs any harm that 

the consent might bring about. 

All of this is hugely complex and I have paraphrased many 

decades of legislation and legal precedent to provide the es-

sence of how the system works. 

So, the Shiplake NP is being produced for a variety of rea-

sons: 

1.To indicate where and what type of development we would 

like to see 

2. To indicate which areas we want to protect from develop-

ment  

3. To indicate  the scale and distribution of development  

4. To provide a shield against unwanted speculative develop-

ment plans being promoted by developers  

5. To take the opportunity of not only addressing the question 

of Housing in the Parish but also to try and provide guidance 

for the future evolution of the Villages and the facilities they 

provide for residents and visitors 

Unfortunately, things like education, schools, highway issues 

and infrastructure are largely beyond the scope of a 

Neighbourhood Plan and are dealt with at a higher level in the 

Planning System and so, whilst we may provide some 

‘pointers’ in our plan, these matters are beyond our scope. 

The Plan period is 2011 to 2033, with some interim reviews, 

and so the long-term nature of what we set out in the docu-

ment is very important. Equally, we have a target of  a mini-

mum of 5% of new housing that we must provide for over the 

life of the plan. Once again that is taken as a given and is not 

negotiable. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Special Supplement 

November 2017 
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Planning Sustainability 

Brownfield / Greenfield 

Traffic Impact 

Integrated with Villages 

Inside Village Boundary 

 Impact on Community 

Heritage or Archaeological 

Value 

Impact on Ecology 

Suitability for Mixed Sizes 

 Landscape Value 

How has the plan been constructed and how will resi-

dents and others views be taken into account. 

As this exercise is all about reflecting the views of the com-

munity in the plan that we produce and ultimately getting 

your approval at referendum, it is fundamental that we seek 

the views of the community for whom we are producing this 

document. We are doing this in a variety of ways: 

a.The Parish Questionnaire that was circulated in the summer 

b.The recent exhibition where we asked people to feedback 

on how we were doing and whether we were on the right 

path 

c.A draft of the final document for public consultation and 

comment. 

d.Review and approval by the Parish Council 

e.Review and comment by a variety of Statutory Consultees 

f.A review by an Independent Inspector 

g.The residents referendum 

Only after all of these steps have been achieved will the 

plan be adopted and become part of the statutory Local Plan. 

 

Sites considered and how they were rated. 

At the outset of the exercise, we took a blank sheet of pa-

per and identified every site in the Parish that we felt could 

sensibly sustain housing development. The sources for this 

were the SHMA, sites that SODC had had offered to them in 

their ‘call for sites’; sites identified in the Arups HELLA review 

for SODC, the register of Planning Applications, and finally a 

physical survey of the Parish and good old fashioned leg work 

and nosing around looking for land that might be suitable. 

We also talked to the major land owners in the area and 

ultimately came up with a long list of 44 potential opportuni-

ties. These are shown on the Plan below. 

 

 

An initial first pass over the list to weed out sites that were 

subject to major ‘road blocks’ was undertaken, namely things 

like The Flood Plain, any statutory protection/designation or 

sites that we felt were untenable for some overriding reason. 

Having reviewed guidance and recommendations on how 

sites should be considered and also the work done by 

numerous other bodies, that had already undertaken the 

exercise, we then drew up 10 key criteria against which all of 

the remaining sites should be ranked: -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our aim was to create a robust and fair method of review 

capable of providing an audit trail, whereby all sites could be 

measured against a common yardstick. Personal preferences 

would therefore, as far as possible, be excluded from the 

process. Similarly, because the Steering Group is made up of 

11 local residents from across the Villages, nobody was able to 

influence the exercise disproportionately. 

The entire team ranked the sites independently of each 

other, and then only at the end of the process were the 

rankings brought together for all sites and reviewed as a 

whole. 

The result was a prioritised list of sites which could then be 

plotted on a map and compared to a number of key criteria 

that we had been given by the whole Parish in the results from 

the summer questionnaire. 

The key criteria that the residents were very united upon 

were: 

1. 85% wanted to see the preservation of the ‘green gap’ 

between the two villages 

2. 100% of residents wanted development to take place only 

within the existing settlements or on the edge of them 

3. Over 60% of residents wanted the plan to provide for only 

the minimum number of houses that we could target i.e. 33 

if the target remains 5% 

4. 86% of residents wanted a mixture of sites below 11 units 

From these criteria we therefore took a mandate to produce 

a recommended list and a backup list of sites, as well as some 

guide development boundaries as shown on the plan on the 

next page. 

 

Sites that have been selected by the team and 

why.  
There are a total of 9 sites – 6 recommended and 3 backup. 

We know that designating sites is contentious as someone 

will always be unhappy. However, we would be failing in our 

duty to the residents if we avoided this step and so we have 

tried to do this in as objective a way as possible and in a 

manner that accords with the wishes of the majority of people 

in the 2 villages. At the same time we created a boundary 
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beyond which we would not normally wish to see 

development go,  thereby providing as much certainty as we 

could that during the Plan period residents could be provided 

with the knowledge and certainty of where development 

would, and just as important,  would not take place. 

We see our role as principally  one of trying to create this 

certainty so that the huge amounts of resources hitherto 

spent on defending unwanted development proposals can be 

re-directed into benefiting the village residents rather than 

used for such a negative purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Themes from your responses 
Our second objective having identified these development 

sites, is to produce a plan that contains guidance as to what 

type of housing should be provided, and also what Shiplake 

should look like going forwards. 

Some very clear themes and messages emerged from the 

questionnaire. 

• The Villages are increasingly becoming a retreat for older 

people, our residents having a very disproportionate age 

profile to other parts of the district and the country. 

• There is no where suitable for down sizing in the Parish 

• Younger families cannot afford to buy property in the 

Parish because the size of houses is exceptionally large, 

which means the prices are too high. 

 

The NP when it is finalised will therefore identify a need for 

smaller housing within the Parish suitable for younger 

families and also for ‘downsizer’ accommodation, as a 

priority requirement, in an effort to try and re-balance the 

demographic profile of the Villages to accord with a more 

balanced population make up. 

The charts below taken from the recent survey, Census and 

Land Registry illustrate the points. 

 

Age Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choice of Housing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Value of Houses 
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House sizes in Shiplake 

Relative size of Houses 

Other Proposals 
Some of the other things that you told us included the 

desire to create a more family oriented community with a 

‘heart’ and facilities for young and old alike. 

We looked at how we could address a number of different 

objectives such as a meeting place, a community focal point, 

and saw that whilst Shiplake Cross has the Memorial Hall, 

playing fields, tennis courts and bowls club, Lower Shiplake 

did not have anything obvious of this nature. 

So, we have come up with the idea of a ‘Shared Space’ at 

the crossroads in Lower Shiplake. The idea is to create a 

meeting area/focal point and enhance the commercial centre 

of the Village, whilst maintaining a very safe environment for 

pedestrians, plus somewhere to park vehicles for short 

periods whilst shoppers pop in to the local shop/post office 

or butchers. 

Obviously there will need to be a properly prepared detailed 

design that will meet all normal safety requirements and be 

subject to a safety audit by the Highway Authority before it 

can be implemented. In principle, though this idea seems to 

have struck a chord with residents, whom we found to be very 

engaged and excited by the prospect of enhancing the centre 

of Lower Shiplake. 

There are intended to be some other smaller projects such as 

providing ‘white traffic calming gates’ at the entry points to 

the villages. 

Where do we go from here 
Once we have updated our thoughts from the feedback we 

received at the exhibition, the next steps will be to finalise a 

draft of the plan and open this up for public consultation, be-

fore finalising the document towards the end of the year and 

submitting it to the Parish Council for review. 

They will then seek to socialise the draft Plan with a number 

of statutory and other consultees, including with SODC, follow-

ing which the document will be reviewed by an independent 

inspector and then taken forwards to referendum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some found the NP Exhibition Fun 

 

There is still a long way to go, but I should like to thank the 

Steering Group for its hard work and diligence and for you, the 

residents, for helping us to get this far in such a short period of 

time. 

Any queries or comments then email 

np2017@shiplakevillages.com 

 

Peter Boros Chair, Shiplake Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Group 



9 

football tournament in a four team ‘Round Robin’ format, 

playing Peppard, Sonning Common and Kidmore End schools. 

The girl’s team came 2
nd

, winning 2 games and scoring 11 

goals! Getting better and better as the tournament 

progressed, they worked out how the team could score and 

win games, whilst having lots of fun at the same time. The 

boy’s team also came 2
nd

, again improving as the tournament 

progressed and, in their own words, ‘scoring some cracking 

goals and having great fun’.   

Cross Country 

Success: Early in 

October 25 keen 

runners from the 

school took part in 

the first race of the 

Chiltern Edge Winter 

Series. The children 

were from Years 1-4, 

with some taking 

part for the first 

t i m e .  T h e i r 

enthusiasm and 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

enabled them to score well for the school, winning several 

school team positions. A couple of firsts, a second, a cluster 

of fourths and near misses for podium positions was a great 

result on the day and the children looking forward to the next 

run in November.  

Shiplake School Governors Excellence Award:  The 

Oxfordshire Diocesan Board of Education presented the 

award to Sarah Blomfield (Chair), in recognition of the 

governors’ commitment to training and professional 

development at the school, at a special ceremony at Henley’s 

River and Rowing Museum. Only a handful of schools in the 

Diocese receive this award which, as Sarah said, is quite a 

distinction for Shiplake Primary School.  

From sport to politics? The children also have the 

opportunity to take part in the ‘School Parliament’, which 

enables them to be involved with the running of the school 

and make suggestions which would be beneficial. The 

parliament this term asked to learn more about the daily 

safety checks in the school and spent time checking on fire 

extinguishers locations, finding any trip hazards, examining 

the contents of first aid boxes, the location of fire signs and 

procedures to be followed in emergencies. They will also be 

testing the fire alarm system and water temperatures.  

Special Note re School Open Morning on Tuesday 12
th

 

December for parents considering Shiplake CE Primary 

School….details are shown opposite. 

SHIPLAKE Nursery  
The nursery is throwing open its doors to toddlers as 

young as two as it looks to the future after 50 years in the  

village. 

Founded in the 1960s and Ofsted rated ‘Good’, the nursery 

provides quality pre-school care for children in the Shiplake 

Villages and beyond. This year it  welcomed new manager 

Melissa Sampson. 

The nursery, which enjoys a beautiful rural setting, takes its 

'Little Squirrels' on weekly woodland walks and nature trails.  

They also have fun weekly 

drama sessions with a trained 

drama teacher.   Children 

enjoy a mix of free play and 

planned activities, which 

support all areas of learning. 

They work closely with the 

Reception teacher at 

neighbouring Shiplake C of E 

School to give children a taste 

o f  l i f e  a n d  a 

"seamless transition" to 'big 

school'.  This includes weekly 

visits to the Reception 

classroom and sharing ideas to 

help the children work 

towards the early years curriculum. Parents are encouraged to 

send in ‘WOW’ moments, for the ‘WOW’ tree and an item for 

the ‘letter of the day’ bag. The Nursery recently rebranded 

with the help of local artist Holly Surplice and photographer 

Ellen Broughton.  They have launched a new website as well as 

a facebook page which is updated daily with fantastic images 

of the children’s activities. Funded and non-funded spaces are 

available, if you would like to arrange a visit, please contact  

Melissa on 0118 9404738 

manager@shiplakevillagenursery.co.uk. 

www.shiplakevillagenursery.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/shiplakevillagenursery/ 

Did you or your grown up children attend Shiplake Village 

Nursery?  The nursery would like to compile a book of photos 

and memories.  If you have memories to share, please contact 

Karen registrar@shiplakevillagenursery.co.uk 
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The Second Shiplake Country Run 
It was a bright sunny morning on September 24

th
. Runners 

registered early, began to get impatient, and then following a short 

motivational  piece of ‘Chariots of Fire’ they set off up New Road. 

It was a new route this year with several additional sections to give 

a total distance of 5.2k over a very varied and scenic ‘Cross Country‘ 

style  course. Whilst the spectators and supporters enjoyed music, 

cakes and coffee, the runners headed south west to the Thames Path 

via the College rugby field, College grounds, Church Lane, a steep 

path and the water meadows by the river. Then the route was along 

the path to the lock and then Ferry Lane to the rail bridge before 

taking the path along the field to Lashbrook, Crowsley Rd and the 

finish. On the way there were 4 bridges, 2 sets of steps, 10 gates. and 

varied terrains. 13 marshals ensured that no-one got lost.  

The first finisher was Duncan Wild in a time of 21min 40secs. The 

first female finisher was Zayja Kanter in 25mins 30 secs. The first ‘18 

or under’ finisher was Oliver Doyle in 22.04. The first dog (‘Nell’) 

trotted in with Joanna Lock in 26.40. 

None of the other local runs is quite like ‘The Shiplake’. Again this 

year over 30 runners enjoyed the distinctive experience -  some for 

longer than others. 
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Farm Bulletin 
This harvest was a tale of two halves.  We made one of the 

earliest starts ever in early July with wall to sunshine and 

almost perfect harvesting conditions which allowed us to 

harvest our winter barley and oilseed rape dry.  However, in 

late July things turned against us and the rain prevented us 

from turning a wheel for nearly two weeks whilst we watched 

our milling wheat turning blacker and blacker.  Unfortunately, 

the continual wetting and drying caused the grain to sprout in 

the ear which meant that by the time we could harvest it the 

milling quality, and therefore the value, had been dramatically 

reduced.  The stop start nature of wet harvests makes them 

really hard work, particularly as we had to dry nearly all of our 

wheat. Thank you to Murray and Kevin for their perseverance. 

Our new grain store was ready just in time for harvesting 

our wheat.  In the past we have been forced to sell a large 

chunk of our grain at harvest as we have not had space to 

store it all.  The new store gives us more control over when 

we can sell our grain and reduces our exposure to volatile 

prices. This will become more important as the safety net of 

government support is likely to be reduced after BREXIT.   The 

store also means that we can dry the grain much more 

efficiently as we can use the electricity from our solar panels 

next door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the last five years we have been rearing female Angus 

beef cattle on the river meadows.  However, recently the 

supermarkets have tightened the specifications of the cattle 

that they buy in order to satisfy consumers’ demands for 

smaller, leaner cuts of beef. As a result, we have moved to 

rearing steers which should reach the new specifications 

without getting too fat, which the heifers would struggle to 

achieve.  The steers have grown really well on the grass this 

summer and should be ready for the Christmas sales. 

Stephen Doble 

 

SHADDO, your local amdram 

group, has been very active 

over the summer. As well as 

holding a BBQ for the group, 

we attended a show at the 

Mill at Sonning and visited 

the Magic Circle in London. 

We are currently planning a group Xmas meal followed by a 

show at the Kenton. For information on any of these and 

other future events please contact us at  info@shaddo.uk.  

In September, SHADDO presented OUT OF THE SHADDOS. 

This show consisted of a one-act comedy play in the first half 

of the evening and a variety of local talent in the form of 

magic, music, dance, poetry reading and Chinese Opera in the 

second part of the evening, after a light refreshment break. 

This event proved more popular than we’d expected and we 

quickly sold out, disappointing many of our regular supporters 

so we’ve decided to repeat the event.   

SHADDO is now hard at work (OH YES IT IS!!) to produce the 

next village pantomime – Alice in Wonderland – a pantomime 

by Limelight Scripts (www.limelightscripts.co.uk). Make sure to 

put the date in your diary now. Performances will be January 

25-27
th

 2018 at Shiplake Memorial Hall. Tickets will be 

available after Christmas; look out for the posters and local 

publicity. 

This promises to be an exciting production with plenty of 

singing, magic and laughter, some familiar faces and a few new 

ones as well. 

The acting parts have now been cast but we always need 

plenty of people to help put a production together: making 

props, painting scenery, helping backstage, making costumes. 

So…. it is not too late to join in! YOUR VILLAGE PANTO NEEDS 

YOU! To find out more, please contact Pip at info@shaddo.uk. 

SHADDO PANTO 2018   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND 

January 25th to 27th 

Memorial Hall 

 

Lower Shiplake Orienteering Challenge  
On a Sunday morning, earlier this month, the rain cleared 

and the sun 

came out on a 

chilly autumn 

a f t e r n o o n . 

With more 

than 40 people 

competing in 

17 teams 

covering all 

ages and an 

i n t e r e s t i n g 

challenge, the 

i n a u g u r a l 

challenge was a great success.  

Thank you to all who came to support the event and 

particularly to Angela Jones and Louise Webb for managing 

registration and Kevin Hannah for use of the Baskerville 

garden. Keep an eye on the website for details of the next one 

in the future events in Shiplake. 
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Locally – What to Buy? What to Eat? Where to 

have Fun? 
Corner Shop 

The Corner Shop/Post Office 

has all you need in terms of 

Xmas stamps, wrapping paper, 

cards and lots of local produce 

for everyday needs and, yes, 

Xmas. Mark has also heard that 

OCC will be resurfacing the 

public roads in Shiplake in 2018 

and is saving up for a Ferrari 

….most males get to this point 

at some point in their lives! We 

wish Mark and Carol a very 

merry Xmas. 

 

Butcher 

Keith  is always here providing 

fresh local, seasonal produce and 

helping local good causes with his 

culinary skills. Right now it is 

game…..venison, pheasant and 

much more. Great beef and 

sausage treats all year round. 

Organic local turkeys may well be 

in your mind shortly so pay a visit 

to Keith to ensure you get what 

you want. 

 

The Baskerville 

The Baskerville, fresh from 

its role as the centre of 

Shiplake’s Halloween event 

now has its Xmas Menu  as 

a  good excuse to relax and 

enjoy with a good beer or 

bottle of wine. Oxfordshire 

restaurant of the year award 

again in 2017 and finalist in 

the ‘Best Traditional Pub in 

the South East’ Awards (TBD), they may be celebrating again 

during their usual opening on Xmas Day for drinks between 12 

and 2 pm….always busy and a great start to the holiday 

season.  

 

The Plowden Arms   

As with all businesses on 

the A4155, the road 

works have not been 

helpful to The Plowden’s 

business. Now with the 

road ‘open’ again, 

checkout their approach 

to ‘being a local pub’; 

good simple food with excellent local beers and much more…

maybe, seeing how good you are at one of their quiz nights? 

The Shiplake website team will be meeting there soon to try 

out their beers and the  new Wi-Fi makes a difference!        
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