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Good evening. I’m [  ] and I am [   ] of Shiplake Parish Council. 

As a parish council, we are very conscious that we act as representatives for, and have to have 

regard to, our entire community. That community includes, of course, Stephen Doble, whose family 

have farmed in the parish for over a hundred years and the viability of whose farm this development 

threatens. But it also includes Stephen’s landlord, Lord Phillimore, whose family have been the 

parish’s major landowners since the 19th century. It includes Shiplake College, which sits at the 

historic heart of Shiplake, is the parish’s largest employer and many of whose staff live locally and 

are active members of our community. And above all it includes our residents, who have over the 

last two years seen their villages assaulted by a succession of unwanted developments – Thames 

Farm, Wyvale, the Retirement Village – which are collectively set to transfor a small rural community 

into just one more suburb. 

And it is clear that our residents are overwhelmingly opposed to this development. Over 300 have 

signed a petition to that effect – that is a huge number in a small parish; and responses from local 

residents on the SODC website come out over 6 to 1 against. 

As a parish council we are hugely proud and supportive of Shiplake College and maintain excellent 

relations with it. We have been the first to support the College in its ambition to become one of the 

top educational establishments in the region. And we recognise its frustrations with its existing on-

site rugby pitches. But where, as in this case, that comes at the expense of its neighbouring farm, at 

the expense of the community and at the expense of the environment, we need however reluctantly 

to draw a line. 

In our view, the balance of cost and benefit to the community is overwhelmingly against this 

proposed development for three main reasons: 

Firstly, it will in perpetuity take valuable farmland away from Shiplake Farm and out of production. 

That loss, as you [have heard][will hear] from Stephen Doble, puts the viability of this ancient farm, 

and with it the livelihood of the family that have been farming the land for generations, at risk. And 

make no mistake, once a field is lost, it never, ever comes back. 

Second, it will rob the historic village of Shiplake of one of its iconic views, across farmland towards 

the 12th century church. That view cannot be replaced. 

Finally, it will irretrievably damage the ecological diversity that comes from careful stewardship of 

small scale farming. Too much of our farmland is being lost for good. Carefully manicured rugby 

pitches are simply no substitute. 

Shiplake College is already extremely privileged in owning sports facilities that most schools could 

only dream of. To quote its own website: 

“The College boasts a range of excellent sporting facilities…There are three large sports fields 

providing high quality pitches for all outdoor sports, maintained to an excellent standard all year 

round, and an all-weather ‘astroturf’ pitch on site.” 

Building six new rugby pitches – used as they will be only for 5-6 months a year – would 

nevertheless, undoubtedly, add to the already impressive sporting facilities available to the students 



of Shiplake College. But they will do so at the expense of lasting damage to local, ecologically aware 

agricultural production; to the livelihood of a farming business that has been at the heart of the 

community for over a hundred years; and to a historic landscape that cannot be replaced. 

Shiplake and its residents have been devastated over the last two years by the repeated failure of 

the planning system. First we had the Thames Farm development – 100 homes on virgin farmland, in 

direct contravention of the local plan and the neighbourhood plan; then Wyvale – forty new homes 

on a garden centre site and, again, flouting the democratically approved neighbourhood plan; and 

finally, just last month, a further sixty new residential retirement units on open farmland. Now, 

another field is under threat. 

Planning officers, planning inspectors seek to justify each individual decision. They say the landscape 

isn’t that special; the wildlife and ecology are not that scientifically rare or important; the farm can 

muddle along without its field. 

But with every decision, a field is lost, bio-diversity is reduced and a rural community is, bulldozer by 

bulldozer, slowly but surely destroyed. 

Shiplake residents feel utterly betrayed by the planning system. They feel betrayed by their 

politicians, at both national and district level. What they are hoping for – what I think they believe – 

is that tonight, they might see their faith in their elected representatives begin to be restored; and 

that they will see councillors standing up for the promises you made at election time – to local 

democracy, to neighbourhood planning, to local food production, to ecology, to bio-diversity – by 

voting against this application. 

Thank you. 


