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Paths and Cycleways 
 
Concerns over the lack of safe cycleways and footpaths 
within and beyond the villages ranked fourth in 
importance in the main survey, with over 80% of 
respondents considering it to be very important or 
important. A safe cycle route into Henley (the A4155 
Reading-Henley road is both narrow and carries a 
heavy volume of vehicular traffic) would be used by 41 
respondents daily and by 282 weekly, also providing a 
safe route to secondary schools. Over 70% said they 
would cycle to Henley at some time.  
 
Nearly 60% of respondents expressed concerns over 
the lack of a pedestrian crossing on the A4155 
between the two villages, rising to over 70% of those 
living in Shiplake Cross. The survey showed only 17 
respondents currently walk or cycle this route on a 
daily basis, but this would rise to 45 daily with a safe 
crossing. This walking route is of particular need for 
children living in Lower Shiplake attending Shiplake 
Primary School, users of the Memorial Hall and 
recreation field, and Shiplake Cross residents accessing 
the shops in Lower Shiplake and the Parish Church.  
 
Nearly 200 respondents would use a cycle and foot 
crossing between the villages and Wargrave, on a daily 
or weekly basis, which could be built using the railway 
alignment and the existing piers across the River 
Thames and Lashbrook. Nearly 80% said they would 
use such a crossing at some time. 

The future? 

 
 
 
 
 

Cycleway to Henley 
 
The survey showed a preference for the cycleway from 
Lower Shiplake to follow either the route of the 
Thames Path (currently only a footpath) or the railway 
alignment into Henley. 
 
The railway was originally double track, which has been 
singled, leaving space under bridges and alongside the 
remaining track. The design of this route would start 
from the end of Northfield Road, follow the west side 
of the track, and connect with an existing path in 
Henley to the rear of Newtown Road.  This option 
needs to be followed up with considerable urgency and 
certainly prior to the positioning of masts for the 
planned electrification. 
 
The Thames Path alignment crosses the floodplain and 
would need to be built up to reduce the impact of 
flooding. On the approach to Marsh Lock the footpath 
is carried across the water on an elevated walkway. To 
avoid this, a diversion to the west of the properties 
adjacent to the weir, emerging in Mill Lane, Henley, 
would be preferable, and then would follow an existing 
route close to the railway into Henley town. Sustrans, 
at the request of our County Councillor, has submitted 
a proposal to undertake an evaluation of the routes. 
  
This plan prefers that the railway alignment should be 
adopted because it goes directly from the centre of 
Lower Shiplake,  its route avoids any crossings of the 
A4155, and it requires negotiation with only one 
landowner, Network Rail. If this fails to progress, then 
the Thames Path route will be pursued. 
  
Funding of Sustrans study to be financed by Shiplake 
PC and OCC, and may need contributions from other 
sources. The construction cost of the cycleway to come 
from central government funds allocated to OCC for 
cycleways for rural communities, again with funding 
from additional sources.  
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A4155 Crossing 
 
It is proposed that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crossing of the A4155 between the two villages be 
located near the junction of Memorial Avenue and Mill 
Lane. Footpaths along Memorial Avenue and across 
the wide verge in the direction of Plough Lane would 
be improved. Funding to come from OCC,  access to 
schools programme and PC. Completion within 1 year 
of go-ahead. 

A safe crossing of the A4155? 
 

River crossing to Wargrave 
 
When the river crossing to Wargrave was examined as 
part of the Millenium project, there was strong 
opposition from residents adjacent to the river who 
were not in favour of any additional access passing  by 
their properties. This issue will be addressed by limiting 
access to the crossing only from existing public roads.  

Steam makes a return journey from Twyford 
to Shiplake in 1992 

 

 

 

It is proposed that the existing railway piers across the 
Thames and Lashbrook be given spans to carry the 
cycleway and with access only from Shiplake and 
Wargrave station yards. This particular solution would 
also meet the needs of the disabled who could access 
the crossing from ramps and flat ground. Such a 
crossing would then link up with the cycleway into 
Henley. Sustrans originally earmarked funds for this 
link, and a further application will be made. 
Completion 3 – 5 years. 

Unused Railway Piers across Thames 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


