A Brief History
The mill closed in 1907. In June 1914 the store was
referred to as the Parish room and daily services were
held here. The last service at the chapel was held on
27th October 2002.

Shiplake Cross and Lower Shiplake are located in South
Oxfordshire, two miles south of Henley on Thames. The
Parish extends from the banks of the river Thames
across the A4155 up to its boundaries with Binfield
Heath Parish and Harpsden Parish.
It is a two village parish. The oldest part is the area
known as the village of Shiplake Cross. It is close to the
parish church of St. Peter and Paul, Shiplake College
(formerly Shiplake Court and farm), the local primary
school and the Plowden Arms pub.

The old Lashbrook Chapel

Shiplake Court dates back to the 12th Century, but was
rebuilt in the 14th Century by the Englefield family. Sir
Francis Englefield had to give up residence in 1563,
however, as he refused to return from the Spanish
Netherlands where he had fled to avoid religious
persecution.
Shiplake College Tower at Night

The Plowden family took it over until 1691 when they
sold it to pay for their son to get a commission in the
army of King James I. It passed through many other
landowners, notably Henry Constantine Jennings. It
was rebuilt in 1905, finally becoming Shiplake College
in 1958.

The name Shiplake most likely stems from 'stream
where sheep are washed ‘(sheeplake) but it has also
been suggested that it could be named after the final
resting place of a Viking ship (ship loss) as the river was
too shallow to navigate above Shiplake.
In the Domesday book(1086) it was part of the 'Binfield
Hundred' and the area named as Lysbrook, later
Lachebroc (a sluggish stream) and Bolchede, later
Bolney. The Lashbrook and Bolney names still exist
today in street names.
According to tithe records, the Church of Saints Peter
and Paul dates from at least the 12th century. Major
restoration work took place in 1822 and in 1869 the
chancel, north aisle and parts of the south aisle were
rebuilt. Alfred Lord Tennyson married a cousin of the
vicar's wife, Emily Mary Sellwood, here in June 1850.
It is likely that the Lashbrook Chapel building was
originally the store for the nearby paper mill.

The Plowden Arms
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There is evidence that some of the timbers of the
Plowden Arms public house date back to the 1600s and
that it was an ale house as far back as 1749. It was
originally called The Plow, then the Plough Inn and then
The Plough Hotel before the name was changed to the
Plowden Arms in the 1930s by owners Brakspear. In the
1800s it was the location of dinners following Parish
meetings. In 1853 the parishioners discussed the
proposal for the Henley branch railway line. Isambard
Kingdom Brunel is likely to have been present at such
dinners.

Economic and Social History
Up until the 19th century the area was characterised by
the larger houses such as Shiplake Court, Shiplake
House, the church and a few farmhouses and workers
cottages. The Phillimore, Plowden, Harrison, Jennings,
and Baskerville families all providing employment to
local people as farm labourers or servants

The Baskerville

Improvements to transport links aided the economic
and social development of the area and especially
Lower Shiplake.

Memorial Hall Dedication

Shiplake Memorial Hall, a focus for local activities for
the last 90 years, was funded by a Mr Mardon in
memory of his son killed in the First World War. It was
used as a temporary classroom for evacuees from
London during World War Two, as the local primary
school was not big enough. In 2013 a complete
remodernisation was undertaken costing £450,000
(almost the same as it cost to build the original).

In 1773 the Thames Navigation Commission built
Shiplake Lock on the Thames about 800m downriver
from the original village. This allowed improved access
to the paper mill located close by. In the 1880s the mill
provided important employment opportunities in the
village as 27 men worked a 24 hour day in two 12 hour
shifts.

Education in Shiplake Parish, has a long history. The
primary school saw its origins in the Mission school 'for
the education of the poor' in Shiplake Parish, which
was built in 1847 where two roads crossed in Binfield
Heath. A new school, known as the Victorian school,
was built at Shiplake Cross in 1870, but by the 1950s
this school was in poor repair and failed to meet
Education Department standards. A third school with
two classrooms was built next to it in 1963. The
Victorian school was then demolished to provide the
school playground. Since then there have been
numerous extensions until the current school has
seven classrooms, including the ARK – a fully equipped
technology and music facility.

The Corner Shop
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Post War Expansion

The Wargrave and Shiplake Regatta was founded in
1867 and is now held annually. Whilst the first Regatta
had a mere seven events raced over an afternoon
today there are over 330 events on a two day
programme.

Between 1960 and 2013 more than 170 new houses
were built in the villages. Part of the Baskerville estate
was developed into Badgers Walk/Brocks Way, and the
horticultural fields off Northfield Avenue into Manor
Wood Gate and Brampton Chase.

In 1769 the A4155 turnpike road was built, providing a
direct route from Reading through Shiplake to Henley
and thence to Oxford. Previously there were two minor
roads that crossed close to Coppid Hall, from Reading
through Emmer Green to Henley and from Shiplake
Mill, past the Church and across the heath to Shiplake
Bottom. With the opening of the Henley Railway
branch line in 1857 the improved transport links were
complete.

Lower Shiplake is where the 'commercial centre' of the
parish is located. Unlike many rural villages the parish
still boasts many amenities including two pubs, a shop
and post office, a butcher, a garage, a church, a school,
a nursery and good bus and rail links.

The railway transformed Lower Shiplake. The Bolney
and Lashbrook estates were sold and the land
developed for housing. The Bolney estate had
previously provided moorings for houseboats alongside
the river, and several of the houses in Bolney Road
retained the name of the original houseboat. Housing
in Lower Shiplake was bought by commuters to London
as the railway provided a good route.

The Butcher

The community partakes in a wealth of activities, clubs
and societies, including the Shiplake Village Community
Club, the Women's Institute, the Rosemary Club, Cubs,
Scouts and Beavers. Three tennis courts with
floodlights and a bowling green are regularly used by
club members. A youth football club plays on the
Memorial Hall fields.
6924 Grantley Hall the last steam engine to pull a regular through
train from Paddington to Shiplake, 14th June 1963

According to the trade directory for 1936 there was a
grocer, two coal merchants, a dairyman and riding
stables, shop and sub-post office, a plumber, an offlicence, a garage, a newsagent, two boat builders and
boat repairers, and two market gardens (one for
bulbs). A policeman, a stationmaster and a lockkeeper
all lived in the village. The Baskerville Arms was built
after this date on the site of the huge village store
which had burned down.
Memorial Hall Fields
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